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A S HORT 

A ■C'- C V Q. ,U N T 

OF THE 

/Slave-Trade, 


I T is a Truth, as forrowful as :obvious ? that 
. Mankind too generally are actuated by falfe 
Motives, and fubftitute an imaginary Intereft 
. in the Room of that which, is real and per¬ 
manent: And it muft be acknowledged by /every 
Man, who is fmcerely defirous of becoming ac¬ 
quainted with himfelf, and impartially infpe&s his 
pwn Heart? that Weaknefs and inbred Corruption 
Attend human Nature', which cannot be reftored 
•to its original Purity, but through the Efficacy of 
the Blood of Jesus Christ, our blefted Saviour. 
So that notwithftand-ing the imagined moral Rec¬ 
titude pleaded for, and the boafted Pretences of 
the prelent A,ge, to refined Conceptions of Things 
•beyond, our Forefathers, .till .this Divine Help is 
embraced, the Heart of Man will remain corrupt, 
■and its Power of diftinguifhing between Good and 
,Evil y/ill {till be obfcured by Prejudice, PalBon and 
Intereft. Covetoufnefs and Pride have introduced 
jaiany iniquitous Practices into civil Society, which 

tho* 
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tho* odious in themfelves, and mod pernicious 
fchek Ckrfequences, yet bring calculated to gratify 
* our favorite Pafliorts, have been adopted thro’ Cu£ 
tom, and enforced fo ftrongly by Example, as tq 
become familiar to us; fo that by Degrees we fi- 
lence the Didates of Confcience, and reconcile our- 
fdves to.ilich Things as would, when tirftpropofed 
to our .unprejudiced Minds have flruck us with 
Amazement and Horror. 

A lamentable and (hocking Inflance of the In¬ 
fluence which the I^ove of Gain has iipon the 
Minds of thofe who yield to its Allurements, even 
when contrary to the Dictates If Reafon, and the 
common Feelings of Efsnnanity, appears in the 
Profecution of the NegroeTrade, in which the 'Ettr 
yj-lijb Nation has long been deeply concerned, and 
feme in this Province have lately engaged. An 
Evil of fo deep a Dye, and attended with fuch 
4 dreadful CorTfequences, that no.Well-difpofed Per- 
• foB (anxious for the Welfare of himfelf, his Court - 
try, or Pofterity) who knows the Tyranny, Op- 
^predion and Crdeky with whicih this ihkj[mtoii§ 
Trade is darned on, can be a iilriStand innocent 
Spe^atqr. fiow many Thoufaids of our harm* 
lefs Fejlctw Creatures have, for a long Cofarfe of 
¥earsi fallen a Sacrifice to that feShfh Avarice, 
which gives Life to this complicated Wickednefs, 
The Iniquity of bein^ engaged in a Trade, % 
which fo great ? a Number of innocent People are 
yearly deftroyed, in an untimely and miier$bie 
. Manner, greatly aggravated from die Confide- 
ration that we, as a People, have been peculiarly 
Favoured with the Light of the Gofpel * that Re¬ 
velation* of Divine Love, which the Angels intro- 
educed tp the World, by a Declaration of Pme on 
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fLarth, md Good Will toMtn~~~-of weiy Nati(Jn r 
ffiMredt tongue and People. How miferable muff 
be our Condition, if, for filthy 'Lucre, we fhould 
continue to a<ff fo contrary to the Nature of this 
Divine Calf the Purpofe of which is to introduce 
atl umvetfal and affe&ionate Brotherhood in the 
whole human Species; by removing from the 
Heart of every Individual, who fubmits to its Ope¬ 
ration, the Darkncfs and Corruption of Nature, 
and transforming the felfiih, wrathful, proud Spi¬ 
rit, into Meeknefs, Purity and Lover For this 
End the Son of God became Man, fuffered* and 
died; and the whole Tenor of the Gofpel declares, 
that for tfiofe who refute, or neglect the Oilers 
of this great Salvation^ tlje Son of God has fuffhed 
\n Wan. 

The &4 pr^jofed.bf this Eiiay, is to lay before 
the candid Reader the Depth of. Evil attending ‘ 
this iniquitous France, in the ProCecution cJ 
our 13utyd» Good the comnion Father of 
$he Family of the whole Earth, and our Duty of 
Love to our Fellow Creatures, is totally difregard- * 
ed; all foetal Connexion and tender Ties of Na? 
ture being broken, Defolation and Bloodfhed con¬ 
tinually fomented in thofe unhappy People’s Coun¬ 
try. It is'alio intended to invalidate the felfiT 
guments, which &re frequently advanced, for the 
Palliation of this Trade, in Hopes it maybe fome ’ 
Inducement to thofe who are not defiled therewith 
to keep tftemfelves clear-, and to lay before fuck as 
have uftwanly engaged in if, their Banger of total¬ 
ly iofirig that tender Senfibility to the Sufferings of 
their Fellow Creatures, the Want whereof fec$|. 
Men beneath the Brute Creation: A Tradf by 
Which many Thou finds of mnoceftt Peopleare 

V brought 
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brought,under the greateft Anxiety and Suffering, 
by being violently rgit from their Native Country, 
in the moft cruel Manner, and brought to our Co¬ 
lonies, to be employed in hard .Labour, in Cli¬ 
mates, unfuited to their Nature, or in a §tate ©f 
the moil abjed and barbarous Slavery, fubjeft to 
the Humours and inhuman Lafh of fame of die 
mod hard hearted and inconfiderate of Mankind," 
without any bjopes of ever returning to their Na¬ 
tive Land, or feeing an End to their Mifery: Nor 
tnufffwe omit, in this difmal Account, the Weight 
of Blood which lies on the Promoter^ of this Trade, 
from the great Numbers that are yearly butchered 
Sin the Incurfions and Battles which happen be : 
tween the Negroes, in order to procure the Num¬ 
ber delivered to the Europeans*, and the many of 
jthefe poor. Creatures whofe Hearts are broken, and 
.they perifh through Miferyand Grief, on the Paf- 
fage. May the Almighty preferve the Inhabi* 
rants of PennJyhania fmrn hemg further defiled by 
.a Trade, which.is entered uppn from fuch.Tenfual 
Motives, and carried on by fuch devilifh. Means* 1 
T Perfons whofe Minds are engrofied by the Plea- 
fures and Profits of this Life, are generally fp taken 
up with prefent Obje6h, that they are b.ut little if T 
gjfe&ed with the diftant Sufferings of "their Fellow 
Creatures, elpecially wh^n IheirWealth is thereby 
increafed. : Neverthelefs every one who is m any 
refpe£t concerned ip this wickedTrafique, if not lo 
hardned by the Love off Wealth, as to be void of 
Feeling, muff upon a ferious Recollection, * be im r 
preffed with Surprize and Terror, , from a Senfe that 
there is a righteous God, and a State of Retributi¬ 
on vwhich will ; laft for ever. It is frequently ah 

.ledged, in fcxcufe for this Trade, that the Negroes 

: • ' ■' : l - ■■ * ■ ■ 
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[fofd m our Plantations, are moftly Perfons who 
Ihave been taken Prifoners in thofe Wars which strife 
iamongft themfelves, from their mutual Animofi- 
fties; and that thefe Prifoners would be facrificed to 
the Refentment of thofe who have taken them Cap* 
tive, if they were not purchafed and brought away 
by the Europeans. It is aifo reprefented, that the 
Negroes are generally a ftupid, favage People* 
whofe Situation in theirgwfr Country is necdiitous 
and unhappy, which Hil mduccd marry to believe* 
that the bringing them , from their Native Land 
is rather a Kindnefs than an Injury. 

To confute thefe faife Reprefentations, the fol¬ 
lowing Extracts are propofed to the candid Read¬ 
er’s Confideration; they are taken/rom the Wri¬ 
tings of the principai Officers, not only in the Err- 
glijh, but in xhzFrenehw^ Dutch Factories, or Settle¬ 
ments in Gurney, feme "of whom have lived many 
Years in thole Countries, and have been Eye-wltnef- 
fes to the Tranfe^iotts they relate.. By which it will 
appear, that the Negroes are generally a fenfible hu~ 
mane/and fbdable People, and shat their Capacity 
is as good, and* as capable of Improvement as that 
of the Whites. That their Country, though un¬ 
friendly to the Europeans, yet appears peculiarly 
agreeable, and well adapted to thgNature of the- 
Blacks* and fo fruitful as to fufnifh its Inhabitants 
plentifully with the NeceiFarias of Life, with much 
lefs Labour than in our more northern Climates. 

And as to the common. Arguments alledged = in 
Defence of the Trade, viz, That the Slaves ibid 
to th& Europeans are Captives taken in War, who 
wouldbe 4dtroyed by their Conquerors if not thus 
purchafedVit is witjhout Foundation : For akho* 
there were doubtlds Wars amongft the Negroes 
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before the Eur<mws began to trade with them, yet 
certain it is^ tS# fipce that Tinse, t We Calamities 
have prodigioufiy encrea&d, which h principally 
owing to the Solicitations of the white People, 
who have infogated file poor Jfrkm by every 
Method^ even «khe moil iniiq^tous and cruel, to 
procure Slaves i~> load their ^effete, which they 
freely and gladly pnrchafe without any Regard to 
the precepts of theGql}||h the Feelings of Hu¬ 
manity* or the a^lih#Jp6iate3 of Realbn and 
Equity. . ,.j; " \ j*.' * 

This plainly appears f rom the Account given by 
Andrew Brue^ fl'jireiSdr'-^'.the French Fac- 

whfiiavelled tniJichon and about the 
twogreat Riversofand GeM$ia. In Mlef% 
Colle&ion of Vpyag*^ fie is i|^feen of as a Perfon 
O^JOdgnisnt, had had fufBdentOp- 

|sqrtqnities by bisftfi^llcfidence * there, of gain¬ 
ing a thorough Knowledge of the Manners, Cu£ 
..j^ms ^d-Bi^li|^yo£'.;die People inhabiting the 
Country, fbr'abqu|^jur fiuhdHji Miles along the 
: extending<M^^ mei|tro*. 

ned Rivers. Spes^g of |he Papel Negroes f. 
(amongft whom he w§ifien endeavouring to eregfc 
a Fa&oiy) he fays •« They are at continual Wars 
“ with d>eir Heighbburs, whom they invade as 
%t often is ^hoy Ihinfc it for th# Adv^^e*~-*«<- 
. r*——« Thejfc Wits c£ ibeirs are^inever kmg, 

. ~ \ ^ ge^rally 

* The Time of Brue's abode in Guinea canaotbe afFertained, r *$ 
Steapper -s to haVe gone backwards arid forwards to France fereral 
Times. When he returned the fccond Time, he had lived eleven 
A ears in Africa j and by feme Writing he appears to hare been at 
Senagal many Years after. Thro* Mtftake m the former Edition 
the Time was fixbi to twenty-fix Years. 

.- t Thefe Papel Negroes inhabit about the River St. Dcminge t 
- *h e Inand Bijm f &u from whence the 4 Europeans have brought 
§«*at Number of Slaves. 
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u generally fptaking, they arc Incurfions or • 
“ peditions of five or fix Days, He adds.” 

“ The Europeans are far from clef ring to 
“ aSl as Peace-Makers among/l them , i. e. (the 
tc Negroes,) which would be contrary to theif 
u Interefy fmte the greater the Wars are % the 
more Slaves. 


William Bofmani Fador for the batchy at DelmF 
fidy where he raided fixteen Years, relates, u That 
one of the firmer Commanders hired an Army 
“ of the Nej*fties; of Jafferid and Cahefi&riky for a 
u large SUm Of Moneys to fight the Negroes of 
4i Cdmttfany, Which occafioned a Battle, which was 
“ more bloody than the Wars of the Negroes ufu- 
u ally are: And that another Commanded gave, at 

44 one Time, Five Hundred Poundsy arid at another 

45 Time Eight Hundred Poufidsy to two other Negroe 
4 ‘ Nations, to' induce them to take up Amis again# 

their Country People” This is confirmed by 
Marboty Agent General,'^f the French African Com¬ 
pany, , who fays; * 6 Tht [ HolladderSy a People very 
u zealous for their Commerce at the Com, were 
* Very ftudioufc to ^liave the War carried *ori- 
u aif§dngft the Blacks, to diftrad, as long as pof* 
44 fiBle, the Trade of the other Europeans -, and to 
that Effed were very ready to afllft upon all Oe~ 


B ^ Oafipns^ 
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“cafions, the Blacks ,, their Allies, that they might 
« beat their Enemies,- and fo the Commerce Fair 
« into their Hands,” But nothing thews more' 
plainly, that the Europeans arc the chief Inftr.u-* 
ments in inciting the Negroes to the perpetration 
of thofe unnatural Wars, by which they are kept 
jn continual Alarms, their Country laid wafte, and 
inch great Numbers carried into Captivity, than 
the Account given by William Smith, who was lent 
by the African Company to vifit their Settlements* 
in the Year 1726 , from the Information he receiv¬ 
ed of one of the Fa&ors, who had refided ten Years' 
jo that Country, vizy ** That the difeernihg Na* 
w tives account it their greateft Unhappmeis that 
they were ever vifited by th q European^ :—-That 
'**■ we Chriftians introduced the Traffick of Siaves^ 
^ and that before our eommg they lived in Peace ♦. 
^buvfay they, it is ebfervable, that wherever 
p Christianity comes, there comeswithit aSword, 
P a Gun, Powder arid Ball:” 

This is farther conlkn^d by two Occurrences 
related by An&rM Brue, the Director at Stnegal* 
before mentioned: The fsrtfc at Vage ^o. viz. That 
having, acquainted the King he was ready to trade- 
with him, if he hadafufficient quantity of Slavey 
the King procured three Huhdred Slaves , but 
Wanting Goods to double the Value' of what the 
Company would allow for thofc Slavss^ and they re- 
fofing totruft him, as he was already in their Debt * 
theDice^bor propofed having a Licence for fdfing, 
upon fo many" of his People as would pay for%hat 
more Gqods he wanted, but this the King refufe# 
to confent to, faying it might occafion a Dillur- 
:bjanc^.|mpt)gft his Subjefls; and fo was forced* 
Myi Cfoods he defired for 
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fat Tiree-, which Disappointment put the Iting 
greatly out of Humour. The fecond Occurrence 
is mentioned at Page 150, viz. The Director 
( ceived Complaints of the continual InRilts the 
Company-s Servants furred at Fort S$.. Je/epP, 
from one Babel the King’s Alkair, * by forbidding 
the Trade, in order to oblige the Fa£tor to pay the 
King as high Duties as diofe paid to the neighbour¬ 
ing King, or to force the French to quit the Couni 
try. Upon this Complaint, the general Director 
Brnc, fent Orders to the Commander of that .Fort, 
to provide the Plac<! with proper Neceffaries for its 
Defence*. and then to jpunifh Bable rigoroudy^ not 
pniy by burning,,his'yillage, but alfo by feizittj|, 
ibimfelfy iyiy.es and 4 &ildreo f if hq found Oppor^ 
funity. ■ - 

Thus th% Matter remained for fome Time^ 

. when'- the Auihip. foy*, the Negroes Tetortirntnced 
their Ill-ufage to ihe Frmb, which’went fo far, 
that 3 a Fa&or was mprderedr Upon which, the 
Cotnmander having aljembkd alt his Forces; at* 
tacked the Village,^ which he plundered and burnt j 
^killed near fixty of the Negroes^ who had taken up 
Arms, wounded double the Numbeiy carried off 
all the Cattle, and made four Hohdred Slaves'. 
The Author. adds ? <c So fevere and feafonable a 
f Punilhment, threw a Terror on ail the Country, 
and obliged the King and his Bakerris to foe for 
P Mercy.*’" . ^ ' 

’ ite Commander fullered himfelf to be long in- 
treated before he wqpld grant them Peace, and in 
the mean 'fimeieqt down his Slaver* and Bof# 
by the Barks to Fojt ‘ $xpLouis.^ Tittle peed( §i 
(aid to fhew the unjuft and; barbarous Cohdudt of 
the French Officers in thefe Tranfa&ions, the Truth 

d 

f The Governor of the Village. 
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ff»Z h !t h uT' bc < ? uefti ? ned - « *hey ate taken 
JK? 1 . * e Elation given by Brae hinrfdf. In the 
« Jnftance, the Head of a Chriftian Faftory en-. 
deavours to perfuade a Heathen King to break 

tha?Vrh 17 Md humM Tie 5 w ^ ich 

V you]Id but procure Slaves,, he was qaite 

indifferent as to the Means, be they ever <b cr4i- 

hiWelFV “ ftcond, this Chriftian Faftor 
Jwnfelf lhews the greateft Pilregard to the Right of 

ffehr k l"p and the R ee l" n S s of Humanity, on fo 

fwn h r P ^ Ce 35 t|?e ^ emand ‘ of by his 

mn Conjeilion, no greater ^an they paid elfe- 

fcfe&P W - Z ¥ rooft ^eUnd un- 

fwfcif - Q rd f r ?> Wluob on-tbe Z?eath of a FaSor 

or l^ m A Slit ¥ occafioned by his own Rafhnefs. 
v - r f” prU f ence \ are executed with the utmoft Se- 

jerityi -Anti what makes it look likely, that ora 
!^<?S ®Nutpber of Steves was his Jrief Motive-' 
Treafraent the Officer gives nd 
7j"? r 1 hem In treaties for Peace, till he has fent off 

. f< % Hundred Slaves be had made in 
M En ^ nter * Bwt fuppofing the Negrqe Officer 
what had the common 
Pwpk done to be thus cruelly butchered arid 
*^ged.WK)<,C v itro 9 r. ; r What an Example was 

tbuld a nl’#" n 0 " 1 Ghrifti3ns it ? Heathens! 
Could anything be mofp hkely to confirm the 

gymxzi^z%sM±s 

their Countar, the fbrementioned Authors, as well 
have wrote largely upon-it M 
4 CC( ? U W °f thefcotmuy an! M 
Ryes pf Gwee, whjre he vrasfp lately as> the Year 
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I754> .'aftergiving an Account of-the delightful 
Afped of the Country, fays* 46 The Simplicity of 
4 f the Natives, their Drefs and Manners, reviy ffijg L' 

44 in my Mind the Idea pf our fir%J%pents; and-XV 
ee feemed to contemplate the Worfl^'^^rimitiyc 
f 4 -Statejr-r—they (ftif jAegr&esj are generally ipeak- 
“ ing, very good n&red^ fbciable and obliging. 

.f 4 I was not a little pleafed'(fays lie) with this my 
44 firft Reception t convinced me, that there 
“ ought to be aconfiderable Abatement made in 
? 4 the Accounts I had read and heard every where 

44 of the fayage Charader of the Africans .,——l ob- < 
“ lerved* both in Negroes, and Moors, great Hu- 

45 inanity and Sociablenefs, which gave me ftroiig 
44 Hopes that J ihould be very fafe amongft them, 

44 aiid meet with th^ Sucrefs I defired in my En«* 

44 quiries after die Curioflties of the Country.” 

Bofman, fpeakirg of die Negroes of that Pad of 
Guiney where he then was, fays*, 44 .They are gene- 
44 rally a good ^ortqf People, honefl in their Beaf 
44 ings *, others .he delcribes as being generally 
44 friepdly tq; Strangers, t of a mild Conyeriktion, 

courteous^ affable, slid eafy to be overcome 
44 with ReafonV in Converfatior* they difcoyer a 
44 great Quicknefs of Parts and Underffanding.” 

He adds, 44 That fome Negroes, who have had. >.;i 
“ agreeable Education, have manifeffed a Bright.- 
44 nefs of Upderffanding equal to any of us i* ? 

Williqm Smith's Account pf the Natiyes ii* That 
44 hoibund them a civil good natured People, in r 
f 4 duftrioiis to the laft Begrpe, and their Country 
V exceedingfertile. T! --- r It As; (fays he) to 
44 perceive what happy Memoirs tpey are blefied • 

44 with, and how great Progress they would make^ 

J| ip the Sciences, in Ode their Genius was cultt-;P 
.. 7 < : \’” ; o ' 4 e “■ vated- 
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h vated with Study: They explain themfelves in 
^ choice Terms, their Expreffions noble, and 
Manners politethis (he adds) is to be un- 
“ derftood o£ 0 e People of Diflindion, as Officers, 
Merchantmen/ and'the like;, for Peafants, 
.•** Workmen and Shepherds, are as ignorant in 
44 thefc Parts as elfewhere.” 

Barbot i ays, The Inhabitants of Oedo are, for 
u the Generality, very civil, good natured People,. 
44 eafy to be dealt with, condefcendino; to what the 
u Europeans require of them, in a civil Way; but 
, 44 if treated with Haughtinefs and rudely, they 
44 are (lift and high, and will not yield pn any 
t 6 Account.” 

A. fpeaking .Qf the People of Benin y fays. 
44 They are generally good nature# and civil, and 
44 may he brought to any Thing by fair and foffc 
44 Means. If you make them Prefents, they will 
ft recompenle them double.. If you want any 
44 Thihg of them, and ailt it, they feldom deny if ? 
44 even tho’ they had Occafiou for it thernfelves: 
f ‘ But to treat them harlhly, or think to gain any 
f 4 Thing of them by Force, is to difputc with the 
ft Moon.” ArtuSy fpeaking of the feme People, 
fays, “ They are a fincerfe inoffenfive People, and 
f l do no Unjuftice either to one another or Strang- 
44 ers. He adds, that jt is a capital Crime there tq 
P injure a Foreigner, which is feyerely punifhed. 

In the Collection of Voyages, we are told, 
f‘ That fbrne Writers T\ave reprefented the Natives 
it of tape MefuradO) as faithlefs and cruel ; but it 
ft .-is very likely this Reprefentation-of their Difpo- 
44 fitions was occafioned by *the Refeniment they 
^ 44 had fhcwn for the Ill-ufege received from the 
— ^ Europeans j for Capt. Philips declared them to be 
‘ ' ’ tfvil 
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** civil and* courteous”* And Srnek fays, “ He 
** found them a civil good natured People*, but 
fc that the late Injury they had received from the 
i6 EngUJhy who had cafried off fome of their Peo- 
tc pie, * had fo exafperated them, that it was to 
tft be feared fome EngUJh they had in their Power, 
* would fall a Sacrifice to their Refentment. 

Aitho’ the extream Heat in many Parts of Gui- 
nw*i is fuch, as is neither agreeable nor healthy to 
the Europeans^ yet it is weMuked to the Conffitu^ 


* It h thefe Ab'ufes which the Africans have fo often 
fuffered from the Europeans', that have given Rife to the fre¬ 
quent Con traditions we meet with in Authors, with refpeft to’ 
fhe Temper and Bifpofitiori of the Negroes ; one Author 
fpeaking well of fome Nations, whiiit another Author reprc- 
Fents the fame Nation as barbarous and lavage. And, indeed, 
when it is considered how often the Europeans have moft grie- 
vouflypravoked them, by treacheroully carrying away lome 
of their Country-men, Friends or Relations. It is not to be' 
wondered that fome Nogroe Nations fhould have appear’d fired 
with Anger and Refentment, again!! thofe who have done, 
them Injuries of fo affe&ing a Nature. In the Collection of 
Voyages it is laid, “ The frequent Injuries done fo the Qua 
44 Qua Negroes by the Europeans , in carrying Tome off, have' 
** made them extremely !hy and fufpicious. The Ship in, 
44 which Capt. Smith, went oa the Coaft, often lay Before the' 
tf ® Town, and fired a Gun for the Blacks t© come off, but not 
* ( a Soul came near them. At length they were informed the 
Natives feldom ventured On board an English Ship, for fear 
** of being carried away. After this Intelligence they fhewed 
41 nothing but french Colours, by which Means the Natives' 
44 were brought to trade with them. Smith gives thefe Ne- 
<*■ greet a bad Ghara&erj but m the Colle&iorr of Voyages it? 
“ is faid that other Authors agree, that aitho" they are in Ap- 
4 ‘ pearance the moil barbarous of all Guinea, ye tare they, lxr 
44 the Main, polite and" rational, and fo repiit?4 among 
w their Neighbours.** ’ 

Marchais fays, 44 They appear rude and favage, but, ort 
u dealing with them, you find them a good Sort of People,- 
•* frank, civil, and the faireft Traders on thcC©aii.--f»- 
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tionoF thfc Negroes:-;And k is to thofe Bfeafe .tliaf 
they are indebted for the Fertility of their Land, 
Which in mod Places is fo great, that,-%ith little 
Labour Grain and Fruit will grow inl ; IhiS greatelt 
Plenty. hh 

• Andrew Btue , speaking of the great River Sena - 
gal{ which runs many Hundred Miles within Land, 
fays, “ The farther you go from the Sea, the 
“ Country on the River feems more fruitful, and 
■ t weM improved. It abounds in Indian Corn^ 
fc which is a never failing Commodity here——— 
64 T he Hand of Bifejha y which is formed by an 
f£ Arm of that River, abounds in Indian and Gui- 
v 7 Jf a Corn, Rice, . Pulfe, Tobacco and Indigo. 
“ Wheat thrives well after the Second Crop. Cot- 

tpmtfeesin plenty—-—Here atevaft Meadow# 

* which feed large Herds of great and fmajl Cat- 
u dc—--Poultry are numerous, as well as wild 
“ Powl/* Yet it fometimes happen that there' i» 
great fcarcity in particular Places, arifing from the 
improvident Difpofmon of fame of the Negroes^ 
who have little thought of making any Provifion 
put from one Harveft to another,^ fo that they are 
liable to ifufFef when that fails, or when the Loculi 
devour the Produce % thefe Infers fometimes come 
in fueh Swarms as to darken the Air y and deftroy 

every green Thing that lays in their Way, 

• Th ^ ^me Author* in his Travels J&-tke Sbutli of 
the River Gambia^ exp relies his Surprile to fee 
44 Tke Land fo well cultivated, as he obferved it 
44 to be; fcarce a Spot lay unimproved, the low 
44 Ground divided by fmall Canals, were all lowed 
44 with Rice; the higher GrOimd planted with In- 
“ dm Corn .and Millet, and Peak? of different 

^ Sbrts. 
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** Softs." Beef and Mutton very cheap* as well as 
“ all other Neceffaries of Life. 

Bofman fays* 44 The Indian and Guinea Corn is 
“ here Town and reaped twice every Year* the firft 
44 Harveft is in Juguft t and the other the latter 
44 End of the Year, though but finally Com 
44 grows with little Trouble* very fpeedily taking 

44 Root. Indian Corn grows in the upper Lands, 

45 in prodigious Quantities, and where Corn won’t 
44 grow, there Ricie increafes in Abundance, and 
44 Tamms and Potatoes are in the gfeatelt Plenty. 55 

Speaking of the Kingdom of Fida^ he fays, 
44 The Country was very populous* many large 
- c Villages, befides innumerable fmall Ones, 
44 through the Whole Country, plentifully provid- 

ed with Corn, Potatoes and Fruit, which grew 
ic cfofe to each other; in fome Places a Foot-path 
44 is the only Ground that is not covered with 
* s them, the Negroes leaving no Place; which is 
44 thought fertile, uncultivated, even within the 
44 .Pledges which indole their Villages: And the 
t4 very nextJZkty after they have reaped they are 
44 fure to fow again.” This fine Country is now- 
very much depopulated, which, it is likely, 
was Owing to the Incurfions made" upon them 
by their Neighbours, in order to get Slaves to 
fell to the Europeans. For the fame Bofman, {peak¬ 
ing of the neighbouring Nation of Pope , fays; 
44 They depend on Plunder and the Slave-Trade, 
44 in which they exceed fome of their Neigh- 
44 hours.” 

Gthcf Parts of the Country he deferibes, as 
u being full of Towns and Villagesthe Soil ve~ 
44 ry rich, and fo well cultivated, as to lookT like 
4 ‘ an entire Garden, abouruling in Rice, .Corn, 
C C 44 Oxenj 



Sfc Qxen, Goats and- Poultry*; and die Negroes t® 

be laborious.” . „ 

IV. Smith'g\v& much the fame Account of the 
Country of Delmna y and Cape Corfi ,• &c. for Beau-' 
ty an cl Goodnefs; and adds, “ The more you- 
“ come downward towards that Part called the 
“ SkveXcast, the more delightful and rich the 
“ Soil appears.” 

Barbot lays,. “ -The Inland People employ them- 1 
“ felves in Tillage and Trade, and fupply the 
“ Markets with Corn^ Truit and Palm Wine; the- 
“ Country producing, fuch vail Plenty of Indian 
“ Wheat, that Abundance is* daily • exported, as- 
“■ well by Europeans as Blacks y referring theither 
“ from other Parts.” Pie adds,- “ That the 
“ Country of Delmina y (which was formerly very 
“ powerful and populous, though now fo much' 
“ drained of its Inhabitants, by the inteffine Wars 
“ fomented amongft°the Negroes by the Dutch t 
M that there does not remain enough Inhabitants 
“ to till die Country-,) abounded .with fine well- 
“ built and populous Towns, enriched with vail 
M Fields of Corn, Cattle, Palm Wine and OiL 
“ The Inhabitants all applying themfelves, with- 
“ out Diftin&ion, to Agriculture, fowing Com r 
“ prefiing Oil, and drawing Wine from Palm 
“ Trees,* with both of which it is plentifully ftor- 

cd; others to fifbing, and bailing Salt, and 
“ other Trades, on their own Account, or as 
“ Brokers for the Inhtict Blacks V (! 

Many more Accounts cop Id be given of the 
good .Difpofition 1 of the Generality of the Negfces y 
and of the Plenty their Country affords; but the 
Forgoing are iufficient to fhew them to be entirely 
different .from the ftupified and malicious People,: 
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&me would have them thought to be. They Iiavc 
Judgment and Induftry fufficient to cultivate their 
Country, which in ihoit Parts abounds in the Ne- 
ceffaries of Life, and are fo fir from being uncapa- 
ble of Society, that they are generally a kind and 
well difpofed People. Neither are they to be d'if- 
pi fed, with refpeftto the Manner in which Jufiice 
is adminillred, in feveral of the Negro Govern¬ 
ments, which from the Accounts given by divers 
Authors, appeals to be done with fo much Equity 
and Difpatch, as might well be worthy the imita¬ 
tion df forrie more civilized People. 

Collec. Page 2 59, Le Maire, fpeaking of the 
Government of the Jalofs (v/hofe Country is of a 
large extent) fays, “ The King has underhimle- 
“ veral Minifters of State, who affift him in the 
“ Government and Exercife of Juflice. The 
“ grand Jerafo is the chief Juftlce thro* all the 
“ King’s Dominion, and goes his Circuit from 
Time to Time to hear Complaints and determine 
“ Controverfies. The King ? s Trealurer exerc-ifrs. 
<c the hme Employ, but with a more limited Low- 
cc er, and has under him Alkairs, who are Cover- 
nbrs of Towns or Villages.—— --Barbst con¬ 
firms the above Account, and adds, “ That the 
“ chief Juftice infpeifb the Behaviour of the Al- 
“ kairs of the leve'rai Diitrifts. 

Vafconfelas^ quoted by Barbot^ fays, “ That the 
Negroes on this Coaft, much excel the Senegas 'in 
•“ their civil Government, as rnucif better bblerv- 
u ingdifuributive and comrnunative Juftice, and 
& proceeding with much Prudence and Secrecy in 
<5 the Affairs which concern the Prefervation or 
u aggrandizing of their State, being very impartial 
iri diftributing Rewards, and inllidling Punifh- 
‘ ' “ merit. 
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« merit. The Antienteft are preferred to be the 
Prince’s Counfellors, who keep always about 
“ his Perfon; and the Men of moft Judgment and 
“ Experience are the Judges, fitting every where 
<s in Oyer and Terminer. They order Juftice to 
“ be done on the Spot.” 

A. Brue , fpeaking of the Fulu whofe Country- 
joins to the Jalofs , lays, “ That being curious tQ 
“ fee the Method by which they adminifter Juf 
“ tice, he was carried to a Place where he could 
** obferve what paffed incognito. The King was 
furrounded by ten of his oldeft Officers, who 
“ heard the Parties feparately, and after^caufing 
4t them to retire, confulted his Officers, as to the 
“ Decilion •, after which the Parties were called in, 
and the Sentence pronounced, and put imme- 
46 diatelyyn Execution. He faw none here who 
4t a&ed either as Counfel or Attorney, each plead- 
edhis own Caufe in very proper Terms.” 

The fame Author, at Page i ro, fpeaking of the 
Country of Cabo, fituate on a Branch of the Gam - 
Ma, fays, 4 ‘ The King was much regretted at his 
“ Death, equally by Jiis Sfibje&s and Strangers. 
** He had fettled % good a Policy thro* all his 
<s Dominions* that me Merchants might Have left 
“ their Goods on the High-way, without being 
ftolen. Whenever a White Man vifited him, 
as foon as he reached the frontiers of the King- 
dom his Charges were- defrayed ; nor dunt the 
44 People exad any Thing or Strargers, under 
Pain of being fold for Slaves.” 
o Peter Holben , who was fent from the Court of 
Pruffia to make agronomical Obferyations at the 
Cape Good-hope, which is fituate on the fouthmoft 
J&rt of Africa, fpeaking of the Governmept acd 
^ pifpoficio^j 
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pilpofition of the Negroe Inhabitants of that Coun¬ 
try, commonly called Hottentots^ fays, “ Every 
“ Village or Kraal has a Court of Juftice, for ci- 
u yii and criminal Affairs, compbfed of the Gap¬ 
'd tain and all the Men of the Kraal, who meet 
d for this Purpofe in the open Field, fitting in a 
“ Circle. Juftice among the Hottentots never fuf- 
d fer asi n Europe^ either by Corruption or which 
d is as bad, Delay. They have no Lawyer, thank 
d Heaven: The Plaintiff and Defendant plead 
<c their own Caufe. The Court hears them, and 
“ by a Majority of Votes decrees Poffeflion or Da- 
d mage, in cafe of Affault or Battery, or other 
“ Trefpals ; without Appeal or Qbftacle, In cri- 
d minai Matters, as Murders, Adulteries and 
d Robberies •, * the Guilty find no Prdtedion or 
d Favour, either from his Wealth jor Rank, 
d When a Difference happens between two Villages 
“ of the fame Nation, it is referred to the Judg- 
d meat of a national Court, who when they font* 

their Revolutions, execute them with as much 
; e£ Steadinefs and Vigour as a Roman Senate. The 
. <c Author ‘d&&siT\itEuropeans may boafl of their 
d Learning, Arts and Politenefs •, but where 
• d among them can they fhew fo wife, fo happy a 
d Government as that of the Hottentots ; owing en- 
dtirely to this, thafit has for its Rafis the moft 
d perfed Liberty of the People.” They are the 
only Negro Nation that we know of, that are not 
engaged in making and felling Slaves y d.is wicked 
Pradice appears to be unknown amongfl thefe 
■.People, f. * i '" ‘ V' ■ pron} 

* ‘‘ The Ikttintoti firmly believe there is a God, the Au- 
f* thorofall Things, whom they call the God of Gods: 
l ( Bin it does not appear that they Jiavc any Jnftitution of 

* ?‘Worihip, 
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From what has been faid, it may be concluded 
that the Negroes might have been happy,, if the 
Europeans had not bore the Name only, but had, 
indeed, a&ed the Part of Chriftians, in ufmg their 
Endeavours, by Example as well as Precept, to 
make them acquainted with the glad Tidings of 
the Golpel, and with that change of Heart, and 

Redemption 

** Worffup, directly regarding this fuprejne Diety,’’ When 
prefled on this Article, they excufe themfelves by a Tradition 
That their nrft Parents fo grievoufly offended this gre^t 
* ( Gon, thathecurfed them and their Pofterity wkh Hardnefs 
“ of Heart: So that they know little about him, and have 
4 ‘ lefs Inclination to ferve him.” 

Holben, who lived eight Years in that Country, and. examin¬ 
ed with the greateff Precaution into all the^Cuitoms, banners 
and Opinions of the Hottentots, fets thefe People in a quite 
..different Light from what they appear in former Authors, 
whom he corre&s and blames for the Falflioo is they have wan¬ 
tonly told of them-He allows they are juflly blamed 

for theirSloth— : - “ The Love of Indolence and Liberty, 

“ he fays is their All: Compulflomis Death t® them. While 
e< Meceffity obliged them to work, they are very tradable, 
*' obedient and faithful; but when they have got enough to 
faiisfy the prefent Want, they are deaf to all farther Entrea- 
“ ty.” He farther faults them for theirNaflinefs, theEffe&sof 
^Sloth, and for their Jove of Drink, asalfoforthePraflsfeof fome, 
unnatural Cuftoms, which long We has fo eilabliftied amongft 
them, that it is difficult to convince them of their Unreafona- 
blenefs: Which nevmhelefs, from the Account lie gives of the 
general good Difpojition of thefe People, there is great Rsafon. 
to hope they might be perfuaded to refrain from, if a truly 
chriftian Care was extended towards them. A( Page 349 
•of the 3d. Vol. the Author fays, “ They are eminently diilia- 
“ guifhed by many Virtues; as their mutual Benevolence, 
“ Friendlhip and Hofpiialtty; they breath IC.indnefs and 
Good-will to one another; and feek all Opportunities of 
“ obliging, Is a Hottentot’s A ffiftance required by one of his 
“ Countryhe runs to give it: Is his Advice hLed^ be 
“ gives it WidTSincerity: Is his Country-men in Want h.e re- 
T Jeiyes him to the u£niQ$ of his Bo^ycr; their Hofpitality <?x- 

“ tend* 
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Redemptioufrom Sin, which Chriftianity propofes; 
this, if attended to, would have necefiarily been- 
productive of the peaceable Fruits of pighteouF 
nefsj Innocence and Love, would have reigned in 
the Room of Animofities and Bloodshed, thus the 
Chriflians inftead of provoking the Vengeance of 
a Jealous God, M)uld have been the happy In- 
flru meats of com pleating thefe poor Africans Hap- 
pinefs. But theReverfe has happened; the Euro¬ 
peans^ forgetful of their FrofeBion and Duty, cs 
Men and Chriflians, have conducted in fuch a 
Manner; as irruft neceffariy raife in the Minds of 
the Thoughtful and well-difpofed Negroes, the ut- 
moft Scorn and Deteftation of the Cliriftian Name, 
They have made all other Confiderations give way 
to an infatiabie Defire of Gain, and are become 
the principal and moving Gaufe of the moil abo¬ 
minable and dreadful Scene, that was, perhaps, 
ever a&ed. upon this Globe: Every Thing, even 
the Power of the Negro' Kings have been made 
fubfervient to aiifwer this wicked Purpofe; inftead 
of being Protedors of their People,, thefe Rulers, 
allured by the tempting Baits laid before them by 
the Fa&ors, liave invaded the Liberties of 
■ v their 

* ( tends-even to European Strangers. In travelling thro’ the 
u Cape Countries, you meet with a chearful and open Recep- 
..* ** tion, in whatfoever Village you come to. In fhort, the In-' 
«“ tegrity of the HottentcUy their Stricknefs and Celerity iit 

•* the Execution of Juftice, and their Chaftity are equalled by 
few Nations. An amiable Simplicity of Manners adorns alL 
their Addons.” 

’** Numbers of thefe People have given it as 3 Reafon for 
** their not harkening to Chriftianity, that they were hindered 1 
** byyhe Envy, ^Avarice,'Lull and injuftice, which they faw 
e [ (q prevalent among!! thpfe who profefs it,” 
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their unhappy Subje&s, and become tlieir Oppref- 
ibrs; as is fully evidenced by the following Ac¬ 
count, viz. 

Francis Moore , Factor to the African Company, 
in 1730, tells his Readers, “ That when the King 
“ of BarfalU wants Goods or Bragdy, he fends a 
“ Melienger to the Englijh Governor at James'* 
“ Fort, to defire he would lend up a Sloop with a 
“ Cargo of Goods, which, fays the Author , the 
“ Governor never fails to do: Again# the Time 

the Veffel arrives, the King plunders iome of 
a his Enemies Towns, felling the People for fuch 
“ Goods as he wants, which commonly is Brandy 
<£ or Rum, Gunpowder, Ball, Fire-arms, Prftols 
4S and Cutlass for his Soldiers, &c. and Coral 
£< and Silver -fqp his Wives and Miflrefies.——If 
“ he is at War with 0 no neighbouring Kihg. he 
“ falls upon one of his own Towhft, and makes 
u bold to fell Ms own miferable Subjc£ls. He of- 
“ ten goes with fomeof his Troops by a Town in 
“ the Day-time, and returns in the Night, and 
4C fets f'ire to three Parts of it, placing Guards at 
u the Fourth, to feizo f he Peopleithat run out of 
u the Fire, then ties their Arms fehind them, and 
“ marches them to J'oar or Rohme^ where he fells 
“ them.” - .j; : , ,, , v ... 

BruCy the French Factor, fay % “ /That having 
“ received Goods, he Wrgte to theKingJ that if 
‘ c he had a fufficient Number fof Slaves, he was 
“ ready to trade with him :, thf$ Prince, that 
<s Author, as well as the other A^f^ Monarchs, 
“ have always a fare Way of fupplying his Deficit 
“ encies, by-felling' their own Subje&s, for which 
u theyteidoirfwant Pretenfions of fome Kind oi* 
“ other, to- juftify their Ra|)ine.” Thefe Negros 
* ■ ' Kings. 
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Kings, thus feeking Pretences to cover their 
Crimes, fhew they are not quite void of Shame* 
nor infenfibie that Covetoufnefs induces them to 
aft a Part ib inconiifteht with their Duty; bin here 
they may plead the Example and Solicitation of the 
more knowing Europeans. 44 The King had Re- 
44 courle to this Method, by feizing three Him- 
*** dred of his own People, andfent Word to Brue± 
that he had the Slaves ready to deliver for the 
** Goods.’* The fame Author further adds* 
44 That fome of the Natives are, on all Ocqifion% 
44 endeavouring to Eirprize and carry off thdr 
144 Country People": They land (fays he) without 
'• 4 Noife, and it they find any lone Cottage, with- 
/“ out Defence, they furround it, and carry off all 

V the People and Effects to their Boat:-—Thd 

u Slaves are fold to the Europeans, imlefs they be 
44 Perfons of fome Rank, whofe Friends can re- 
46 deem them, by paying two Slaves, or five or 
u fix Oxen.’* 

John Barboi fays, 46 The Slaves mid by the jVfc 
x ‘ gross are for the moft Part Prifoner* of War, or 
84 taken in the Inctfrfions they make into their 
44 Enemies Territories ; others are ftolen away by 
44 their own Countrymen. Abundance of little 
u Blacks , of b^th Sexes, are ftolen away by their 
Neighbours, when found abroad, on the RoadS, 
or in the Woods, qrelfe inthe Corn Fields, At 
44 the Time of the Year when their Parents keep 
u them th^re all Day, to fcare away the dfcvdufing 
* 4 fmall Lirds;’* / 

Francis Moore, the Engiijh Faftor, fays, a That 
** captivating the People is, by Cuftd become 
%4 fo familiar, that when the King df kayof wants 
•JJ %Q make ft Frtfem to the FaSterj feu what he haa 
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- ‘‘ received of him, he fends to have two or three 
Slaves taken up at the neared Village. Unhap- 
f 4 py (fays that Author) are they, who at that 
44 Time fall: into the Hands of his Guards, for 
they ftay',.to make no Choice.” And he further 
adds, 4 * That in Battle they fpare the Enemies is 
• “ much as poiTible, but it is only that they may 
“ %ve the more Slavesfrom which even Performs 
* 4C or Quality, taken Prifoners, are not exempted': 
/ 4 That the Merchants bring down fome Years, to 
A* that Factory, to the Amount of two Thoufand 
Y: Slaves 5 which, they fay, are taken Prifoners in 

Y War. Thde they buy from the different Princ- 
-es, v/ho,take-them y ^ rnany of them come from 
*“■- agreatWay In-land, Their Way of bringing 
44 them, is tying them by the Neck with Leather 
44 Thongs, at about a Yard Diftance from each 
44 _ of her, having generally a Bundle" of Corn, or 
:*• Blephants Teeth, on each of their Heads, .Thfr- 
66 ty or Forty in a String.” 44 The Author judg- 
“' es, 'Thdif the Number of Merchants who fol- 
44 lowed this Trade were about an Hundred.” 
Some Authors fay, 4( They go fix; or feven EIun- 
44 dred Miles up the Country, with Goock,bought 
44 Yrom the Englife} y with which they fpurchale 
l 44 t-hefe Slaves, -'and Ivory.—-——Befides thole 
44 Slaves, there are many bought along the River; 
44 thefe are either taken in War, as the former, or 

a 44 Men condemned for Crimes, or Perfons ftolen^ 

44 which is very frequently.---. -Since the Slaved 

44 Trade has been introduced, all Punilhments are 
>f< commuted in this; and they drain hard for 

Y Crimes, in order to hive the Benefit of felling 
Y- the Ciiihinal; To that not only great Crimes,but 
44 even trifling ones, are at prelent punifhed with 

Slavery,” A Bo/man 
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Eofmm fay’s, 44 ‘ That being in th£ Kingdom of 
« Pope , who depend on Plunder §nd the Slave 
44 Trade,, in which- they exceed feme of their 
^'Neighbours, becaufe r being--endued with a 
#c much larger Share of Courage, they rob more. 

44 fuceefsfuily, they affured him, that if he would 
^ have Patience for three Day-would be 
44 able to deliver him Qneor Two PIvmdred Slaves, 

44 and that their Incurfions fiicceeded fo well, they 
44 returned wkliabout Two Hundred.- That the 
44 Inhabitants of Ar'da were fo diligent in the Slave 
44 Trade, that they were able to deliver a Thou- 
44 , find Slaves every Nlonth^ and that Pf mere hap- 
44 pened td be .no Stock .of >Slav:es .when the .VeHels 
44 arrived, they would, fometimes fend their Com- 
44 modities Two Hundred Miles deep in the Coun- 
144 try” (a later Author iliys, ..they have now caiv 
ried the Trade Fite Hundred Miles farther, going 
now Seven Hundred Miles back into the Country) 

44 where Markets of Men were kept in the. fame 
44 Manner.as thofe,of Beads with us.. Moll of the 
44 Slaves are Prifoners of War, which ar-e Ibid by 
44 the Victors as their Booty. When thefe Slaves 
44 comg.to, Fida y thdy .are put In Prifon altogether; 

44 and wrhen (fays he) we treat-concerning buying 
44 them, they are a 1 ! brought out together in a 
44 large Plain r wh're, by our Surgeons,^ they are 
44 thoroughly examined, ^and that naked too, both 
44 Men and Women, without the lead Didin6tion 
or Modedy. * - Thofe which. are approved as 
' .,;;A ■’ . ^ ",' good, 

0 # . From the above Account of the indecent and fhocki ng 

.Manner in which the unhappy Negroes are treated, it is reafot- 
nable for Perfons unacquainted with thefe People to conduce 
them: to be void of that natural Modefty fo becoming a reafo- 
jaabk.Creature, ettherwife th q Europeans would ncvet dare fb*- 
, -i;.. Ofc, 
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^ good, are fet on one Side; in the mean white * 
v burning Iron? v^ith the Arras or Name ©f the 
Companies, lies in the Fire, with which ours, 
'* c are marked on the Br a When we have 
** agreed with the Qwners ^ the Slaves, they are 
A* returned to their Prifous, where^ from that 
* e Time forward, they are kept at our Charge, 
coft us Fwo-ptnce a Day a Slave, which ferves to* 
m lubfift them like our Criminals on, Bread and 
Water; ia that, to fave Charges, we fend them, 
on board our Ships the very 0 rfe Opportunity; 
** before wbjch, th.eir Matters ftrip them of all. 
** they nave on their Backs, fo that they Come on, 
bpifd fta^k naked; as well Warned as Nfen: la 
’ v whiefe 

fife them in fo fhsmefol a Manner; but thofe who have; had 
Jntercourfe with the Blacks.ia thefe nefithern Colonies, know,, 
that this would be a wrong Conciuhon, for they afe, indeed, 
jas fufceptible of Modefly and Shame as other Peoples Iria! 
the ufiparallel’d brutality to which the Europeans hav^ b.y long 
Ctiilom been innured, whigh urgeth them to aft, witlioat ' 
biufhing, fo fiiameftil a Part. Such a Ufage is certainly, 
grievous tex the poor Negroes, particularly the Women, but 
they are Slaves, and muit fubmit to this, or any other Abufe 
^hich feay we offered them by their cruel, Taft-mal^rs, or ex-. 
pe& fefce inhiunanly tormented. s * 

That this bfetilh, Co^deft is lhameful, even in the. Eyes, 
the Blacks, appears from a Quotation taken out of the Col-, 
teftfen of Voyages, VoL z, Page 201, wte. “ At an Air* 
** d|eh^- ^hich Qajl}frt've h<i& <jf the King of Conga 9 where. 
** hi? tried with a great deal of Civility by the Blacks * 
*? fomeSlaves were delivered to him. The King bbferving 
** GaJ/bsfuve (according to the Cuftom of Europeans) to han- 
^ die the Limbs of the Slaves^ burft but a laughing, as did 
** the great M(gn about him ;aflang the Interpreter! 
*<*• the.^e^nofthekMCr^»'w^'ibld.i 4 prQ<^^^ from his v 
**. fo nicely examining $fe^es, v Neverthelefs, the King 
V was fo alhamedof it* tfetthe ^lefired him for Decency Sake.! 
ff- to do it in a more private Manner, which, fays the 
H/kpyysthe fttacki ty I?e vary model!. 



^ whitK Condition they are obliged to ^ominuc, if 
M the Matter of the Ship is not fo charitable (which 
<s he commonly is) as to beffow fomething on them, 
** to coven their Nakednefs.-—-Six or Seven Hun- 
di ed are fometimes put on bpard a Vettej, where 
they lie as dole together as pottible for them to be 
** crowded. —~I doubt not , fays the fame Author, 

%t hut this %’ade feems very barbarous to y<m x 
* c but fince it is. followed by tneer Necejity % it 
* muftgoonr 

V. What Neceflity does the. Author* mean, no other ; 
Necefthy appears but that arifing from the Defire 
of amafifing Riches*, a^ftfeceffity laid on worldjr- 
Men, by their hard Tafk~mafter the Devil ? Many 
uiore Examples n^ighj: Be given, to fhew the arbk 
trary and tyragnick Opprefliop, with which this 
Trade is carried on x - and the Devaftation and 
Bloodfhed it occafions in thofe unhappy'People’s 
Country*, but I truft this is fuffic-ient to convince 
the candid,, confiderate Reader of the Unlawfulaefs 
and Inhumanity of the Trade. And, indeed, 
what Diftrefs. can we conceive equal to the Alarms, 
the Anxiety apd Wrath, which mutt fucceed one- 
another ip the Breads of the tender Parents, or 
affe&ionattr Children,, in, continual Danger of being 
torn one from another, and dragged into a State of 
Cruel Bondage., ^ Reader if the Imprettions of 
" ■ ■ ' Grace^. 

* JoJm Aikin /, Surgeon to Commodore Ogle, when on tho 
Coaft of Guinea^ hearedthatthe Trade which the Englijb ufed 
to carry on with the Colihsbou and Brenvin Negroes was at a, 
Stand: thofe Places having been lately deftroyed by the San fee 
Negroesi a Nation qf In-land Blacks t who were provoked at 

' ' *' " 48a 
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Grace ,''.op cvenffche common Feelings of Humanly 
iy are nor fupprcflfed.in thy Heart, ■ by the Love of* 1 
Gain,, compare what then haft read "With the Equi¬ 
ty, the Sympathy,' tiicTeridernefs andqiie&ionat© 
Love, which is : the Life of Ghriftianity, and then 
fay^ what Concord or Affinity can thefe Fruits .have 
one with, another : May nor 1 this. -Trade be truly 
laid, to be the mo ft iniquitous and crueleft Act of 
Violence -and-iiapine, when considered-’in ,all ks 
•Circumftanccs, that to o.qr Knowledge :is perpetrat¬ 
ed in any Part of the World. . Yet Thanks be to 
the great Father of the Family of the whole Earth, 
that it is not only in y 'hnerka , xhat_fey.eEai-wJio-.-are 
'nearly-' ihferefted. io 'the Trofperity ■ of tfreie- Colo¬ 
nies, and Xndre.bbvio'u{ly : ..acqtiainted with, the des¬ 
tructive' Corilequerices' .atieiidarit, on «this iniquitous 
Practice, are induced, fpubJickly to . terrify againft 
it, but that a noble'Integration' is alfo failed indie 
Break of many in .opr Mother Country? zealotifly 
to declare againft fo unparalleled hn Invaiion of 
the Rights'and. Liberties of Mankind, among, 
wliieh it may, perhaps, befofBcient only to in fiance 
the following, in order, to give the Reader an Idea 
of the Sentiments of many ocher'worthy Ferfons 
in this. Cafe, viz, George 'Wallis,\n Gentleman* of 
the Law, in a Book wrote by him, intituled' a 
Syftm of the, 'Principle) of the "Law of - Scotland ^. 
wlierc^ fpeaidng of the Slavery *>f the Negroes* in 

■ . , out . 


the Abufes they had received'from the Cohebahou and Drewin 
People, who had made frequent Incurfions in their . Country 
and pany yard, or. carried away their People to be. fold for 
Slaves.' Dcybdefs this Devastation was owing do. the „ Slaw- - 
Trait:, ■ the Opportunity the Cobebaboti Negroes, had of felling 
dlav.es tvi the Europeans, was what induced, them to-’affault the* 
In-land JB/acfo,' which brought fitch Ddlraction upon dienvy 
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'■mr. Qolonics, ’ he. fays- _ 44 We all know that they 
rr ’ 4 (the Negroes) arepurdiafed from their Princes, 
“ who pretend to have a Right to diipole of them, 
"* c and that they are, like other .Commodities., 
Iran {ported by thc Merchants, who have 
' iC bought them, into America in order to be ex- 
€r \pofed to Sale. If this Trade admits of a moral 
“ or a rational Juflhication, every Crime, even 
;T the molt atrocious, may be j unified. Govern- 

44 ment was inftitutedfor the Good of Mankinds 

45 Kings, Princes, Governors, are not proprietors 
44 of thole* who arc 1 object to their Authority 5 
44 they have not a; Right tcy make them miferable., 
: <c On the contrary, their Authority is veiled in 
44 them, that they may, by the jufS: Exercife of it, 
'“..promote the Happinefs of their People.., Of 
44 Courfe,. they have not a Right to difpofe of their 

Liberty, and to -fell them for Slaves. Belides,, 
44 no Man has a Right to. acquire or to purchafe 
them y Men and their Liberty are not (inlGom- 
“ memo) they are not either faleable or purchafe-. 
84 able.. One, therefore, has no body but himfelf 
“ to blame, in cafe he fhall find himfelf deprived 
44 of a Man, whom lie ^thought he had, by buying 
44 ,fqr a Price, made his own-, for, he dealt in. a 
44 Trade which was. illicit, and was prohibited by 
' 44 the moil obvious Dilates of Humanity. For 
“ thefe Reafons every one. of thofe unforiunate. 
“ Men, who. are pretended to be Slaves, has a 
Right to be declared. to be free, for he never 
44 loll his Liberty i he could not lofe it; his Prince 
64 had no Power to diipofe of him. Of Courfe the 
<6 . Sale wzs ipfo Jure void, This Right he carries 
“ .about with him, and is entitled every where to 
^ .get' it declared. As- icon, therefore, as.he 

64 comes 



* comes into a Country in which the Judges af© 
44 not forgetful of their own Humanity, it is their 
44 Duty to remember that he is i Ma% and to de- 
44 dare him to be free. I know it has been faith 
44 that Queftions concerning the State of Ferfohs 
44 caught to be determined by the Law of the 
<e Country to which they belong*, and mar* there- 
44 fore, one who would be declared to bp a Slave 
44 in America^ ought, in cafe he fhould happen to 
%l be imported into Britain, to be adjudged ac- 
44 cording to the Law of America to be a Slave* 
44 ^£ Do&rine than which nothing can be more 
44 barbarous. Ought the judges of any Country* 
46 out of Refpedt to the Law of another, to fhew 
w ' no Refpeff to theif Kind, and to Humanity* 
44 Out of Refpeft to a Law* which is in no 
44 Sort obligatory upon them* ought they to difre* 
44 gard the Law of Nature, which is obligatory 
44 on all Men at all Times* and in all Places: Are 
44 any Laws fo binding as the eternal Lav?s of 
44 Juftrce? Is it doubtful, whether a judge ought 

to pay greater Regard to them, than to thofe 
44 arbitrary and inhuman Ufages which prevail in a 
44 diitent Land? Aye, but our Colonies would be 
44 ruined if Slavery was abpliihed. Be it fo* 
44 would it not from thence follow* that the Bulk 
44 of Mankind, ought to be abided* that our Pock- 
44 cts may be filled with Money* or our Mouths 
44 with Delicacies? The Purfes of Highwaymen 
44 would be empty in tafe Robberies were totally 
44 abolifhed; but have Men a Right to acquire 
44 Money by going out to the Highway ? Have 
44 Men a Eight to acquire it by rendering theif 
44 Fillow Cicatures miferable ? Is it lawful td 

* abufe Mankind, that the Avarice, the Vanity* 
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« or the Paflions of a few may be gratified? Nof 
44 There is fuch a Thing as Juftice, to which the 
44 moft facred Regard is due. It ought to be in- 
44 violably obferved. Have not thefe unhappy 
44 Men a better Right to their Liberty, and to 
44 their Happinefs, than our American Merchant! 
44 have to Profits which they make by torturing 
44 their Kind ? Let therefore our Colonies be 
44 ruined, but let us not render fo many Men mi- 

44 ferable. Would not any of us, who fhould- 

44 be fnatched by Pyrates from his native Land, 
44 think himfelf cruelly abufed, and a i all Times 
44 intttled to be free. Have not thefe unfortunate 
44 Africans , who meet with the fame cruel Fate, 
44 the fame I^ght ? Are not they Men as well as 
44 we. and have they not the fame Senfibilitv ? 
44 Let us not, therefore, defend or fupport a Ufage 
44 which is contrary to all the Lawsbf Humanity. 

44 But it is falfe, that either- we. or our Colonies 
44 would be ruined by the Abolition of Slavery. 
44 It might occafion a Stagnation of Bufinefs for 
44 a Ihort Time. Every great Alteration pro- 
44 •duces that Effed ; becaufe Mankind cannot, 
44 on a fudden, find Ways of difpofing of them- 
44 felves and of their Affairs : But it would pro. 
44 duce many happy Effeds. If is the Slavery 
'* 4 which is permitted in America tfiathas hindered 
44 it from becoming fo foon populoul, as it would 
44 other wife have dbne. Let the Negroes free, 
44 and in a few Generations, this vaft and fertile 
44 "Continent would be crowded with Inhabitants ; 
44 Learning, Arts, and every Thing would flour- 
44 ifiv amongft them *, inflead of being inhabited 
44 by wild Beafts, and by Savages, it would be 
44 peopl’d 6/Phik)Ibphersj &nd fey Men.” I 

E Frmii 
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* Travels Hiitcbefcn Profeffor of ^PhOofophy, at 
the Univerfity of Glafgow , in his Syftem of Moral 
Philofoph)\ Page 211, fays, 44 He who de- 
“ tains another by Force in Slavery, is always 
bound to prove his Title. The Slave fold 
•? *< or carried into a diftant Country muft not be 
44 obliged to proven, Negative, that he never for - 
44 feit-ed bis Liberty. The violent Poftefior muft ip 
all Cafes flie-w his Title, eipecially where the 
14 old Proprietor is well known. In this Cafe each 
44 Man is the original Proprietor of his owns, Li- 
44 berty. The Peoof of' his lofing it muft. be in- 
cumbcnt on thofe who deprive him of it by 
44 Force. The Jewijh Laws had great regard to 
* 4 Jnftke, aboutthe Servitude of Hebrew^ found- 
44 ing it only on Corifent of fome Crime or Dam- 

• ^ age, allowing them always, a proper Red refs 
44 upon any cruel.Treatment y and fixing a limi- 

V44 ted Time for it, unlefs upon Trial the Servant 
• ,4t inclined to prolong it. 7 he Laws about foreign 
' i<4 Slaves had many merciful Provifions againftdm* 
;jt moderate -Severity of the Mafters. But under 
Clmiftianity^/what^er Lenity was due from 
r4< an -Hebrew Inwards his Country Man muft be 

• due towaids -all-j fince the Diftinations of Na- 
<s tions arre removed, as to the Point of Huma- 
■** nity anci^dercyV as well as natural Right, nay 

l 44 Pome oPfthele Rights, granted over foreign 
44 Slaves ..may juftly be deemod only fuch Indirl- 

• 44 gencies, thofe of Poligamy and Divorce, 

: ** granting only external Impunity in'fueh Prac- 

tice, and not ftifriaent Vindication of tliem* in 
'r** Confciehce.” *.»•/: . ' 

>Page 85 . It’s pleaded that, 44 In fome bar- 
bamas Katighs unlefs the Captives were bought 

. fog 
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M for Slaves they would all be murtkered. They* 
46 therefore owe their Lives, and all they can do 
“ to their Purchafers ; r and fo do their Children 
44 who would, not ocher wife have come into Life : 
44 But this whole Plea is no more than that offtho 
44 negotium utile geftum, to which any civilized Na- 
44 tion is bound , by Humanity, ’tis a-prudent ex-r 
44 penfive Q|§ce done for the Service of others 
44 without a gratuitous Intention j and this founds 
‘‘ no other Right than that to full Compenfatioa 
44 of all Charges and-Labour employed for the- 
44 Beneht of 'others. 

44 A Set of inaccurate popular Phrafes, blind 
44 us in thefe. Matters,. Captives owe their Lives* 
44 and alf toahe Purchafers, . lay they, juit in, the 
fame Manner, we, our Nobles, and Princes* 
44 often#we;our Lives to Midwives, Chirurgeons* 
44 Phyfieians, ,C?V. one who was the Means of 
44 prelcrying; a Man"st - Life .is not therefore incL 
44 .tuledito make him a. Slavey .and fell - him as a 
Piece of Gpodsr Strange that in any. Nation 
44 where a Senfe of Liberty prevails, .where the 
44 Chriftian- Religion -is. profelled, . Culbom- and < 
44 high PrbJpebts; of Gain can, fo. ftupify die Conf- 
44 cience of Men,' and all Senfe of .natural Juftice* 

44 that* they can- hear inch. Computations made 
about the#aloe of’.their Felbw^Men, .and their 
44 Liberty, . without Abhorrence and Indignation^ * 
James .Vofter, D. D. in his Difcourfes on Natural 
Mdigion&ti& Social Virtue, alio fhews his juft, In¬ 
dignation at k1 this wickeds. Practice,., which- 
•4e declares/to be 44 a criminal and - outrageous 
44 Violation of the natural Right of Afonkind” At 
Mage 156, 2 Vol. he fays, 46 Should we have 
J 4 *read concerning , the Greeks or Romans of old,- 
v tbs* 
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* that they traded, with view to make Slaves of 
44 their own Species, whom they certainly knew 
44 that this would involve in Schemes of Blood 
44 |nd Murther, of dedroying, or enflaving each 
44 other, that they even? fomented Wars, and en- 
44 gaged whole Nations and Tribes in open Hofti- 
f 44 lities, for their own private Advantage ; that they 
44 had no Deteftationof the Violen#e and Cruelty ; 
44 but only feared the ill Succefs of their inhuman 
44 Enterprises * that they carried Men like them- 
44 felves, their Brethren, and the OfF-fpring of 
cc the fame common Parent* to Be fold like 
44 Beads of Prey, or Beads of Burden, and put 
44 them to the fame reproachful Trial, of their 
44 Soundnefs, Strength- and Capacity for greater 
44 bodily Servicer that quite forgeting, and re- 
44 nouncing, the original Dignity of htfman Na- 
44 ture, communicated to all, they treated them 
44 with more Severity and ruder Difcipline, than 
44 even the Ox, or the Afs> who are void of Under- 

■ % y flooding--* -fhould we not if this had beemthe 

44 Cafe, have naturally been led to defpife all their 
44 pretended Refinements of Morality ; and to have 
44 concluded, that as they were not Nations; def- 
44 titue of Politenefs, they mult have been entire 
46 Strangers to Virtue and Benevolence. ■ 

44 But, ffotwithftanding this, we ourfelves (who 
44 profefs to be Chriftians, and boaft of the pfc~ 
44 culiar Advantage we enjoy, by Means of an qt- 
44 prefs Revelation of our Duty ffom Heaven) 
44 are in Effect, thefe very untaught and rude 
44 Heathen Countries. With all our Superior 
44 Light, wejnftil into thofe, whom we call favage 
44 apd barbarous, the mod ddpicable Opinibu 
of human Nature. -We> to the utmod of oinr 
~ “ Towwy 
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u Power, weaken and diffolve the Univerfal Tie., 
44 that bind and^unties^rMankind. We pra&ice 
44 what we fhouid exclaim again ft, as the utmoft 
44 Excefs of Cruelty and Tyranny, if Nations of 
44 the World, differing in Colour, and Form of 
44 Government from ourfdves, were fo pofTeffed 
% of Empire, 4 fes to be able to reduce us to a State 
*of unmerited and brutifti Servitude. Of con- 
44 fequcnce we facrifice our Reafon, our Hu- 
44 manity, our Chriftianity to an unnatural fordid 
44 Gain. We teach other Nations to defpHe and 
46 trample under Foot, all the Obligations of fo- 
44 cial Virtue. . We take the moil effectual Me— 
44 thod to prevent the Propagation of the Gofpel, 
“ by reprefentine it as a Scheme of Power and bar- 
46 barous Op t ...on, and an Enemy to ths 
^ natural Priviledges and Rights of Men. ^ 

44 Perhaps all, that I have now offered, 
may be of very little Weight to reftrain this 
“ Enormity, this aggravated Iniquity. How- 
46 ever I fhall ftill have the Satisfaction, of haying 
44 entered my private Proteft againlt a Practice 
which, in my Opinion, bids that God, who is 
44 the God and Father of the Gentiles, uncon- 
44 ported to Chriftianity, • moft daring and bold 
44 Defiance and fpurns at all the Principles^ both 
44 of natural and reveled Religion. 


Extracts;/^#*# Pamphlet, intituled , 
Two Dialogues on the , M a n-T r a d e. 
printed in London, in 'the 'Tear tj&o. 



JB E African Blacks are as properly - and truly 
Men, as the European Whites .§ they are both 

of 
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the fame Species, and are originally defeended 
from the fame Parents, ——they have the fame 
national Powers as we have ; £hey are free moral 
Agents, as we are,, and many of them have as 
good natural Genius, as good and as brave a Spirit 
as any ofthofeto whom they are made Slaves. 
To trade in Blacks , then, is to tradfc in Men •, 
blackdkinNi and the white-flrin’d being all of mb 
iame Species, all of the human Race, are by Na* 
ture upon an Equality; one Man in a State of 
Nature, as we are with Refptd to the Inhabitants 
of Guiney , and they with Reiped to us, is not fu* 
prerior ta another Man, nor has any. Authority or 
Dominion over him, or any Right to lay his Com* 
mands upon him : He .that made us, made them; 
and all of the fame Clay; We are.all the Worku 
nianfjiip of his Elands, and he hath.affigned this 
Globe to the human Race,, to dwell upon : He 
hath given this Earth* in common,, to- the Cfyk 
dren of Men.— —God gav£ to Man • Dominion- 
ever the Ftjh of the Sea y and over ike Fowl ' of tbe~ 
Air , and over the Cattle , and. over all the Earthy and 
aver eveiy creeping Thing that cr'eepeth upon the Earthy, 
Gen, i. 2 6; but not to any one Man over another: 
Nor can one Man, on any Suppofition whatever, 
become the Property, or Part of the Goods or 
Eft ate, of another Man ?• as his Horfe. or hii 
Dog is. 

The European. Whites*, and the African Bhcbs^. 
are all under the fame Moral" La^,„ the eternal' 
Law oFReafon, which Qo.d hath written upon-: 
the Table, of Man’s Heart, We and they are 
Members of one and * the fame great Society, 
fpread over the Face of the whole Earth; under 
one and the fcm c Supreme Law-giver and judge; 
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and am joined together, by the clofc and ftrong 
Ties of human Nature, common to us all, and 
it is in this Bond of Humanity, that is the Foun¬ 
dation of all other particular Ties and Connexions 
between Men, and gives Strength to them alL 
~—-A Patriot, or a Lover of his Country, is a 
brave Character *, but a Lover of Mankind is a 
braver Character. 

Our being Chriftians does not give us any 
.•worldly 1 Superiority, or any Authority whatever, 
over thofe who are not Chriftians. Christ’s 
( Kingdom is not of this World *, neither^ does 
•Chnftianity diffolve or free us from the Obliga¬ 
tions of Juftice, Equity, and Benevolence to¬ 
wards our Fellow Creatures of the fame Species, 
bet hey JewsMahometans, or even black-fkin’d 
<'Heathens , which the . Law of Nature lays, us un¬ 
der ' but, on the contrary, greatly ftrengthens 
them. The Jews, in our Saviour’s: Time, un¬ 
de rftood that Precept, Thou jhali love thy Neigh- 
hour as thyfelf, in a very confined Senfe, as re¬ 
lating only to their own Countrymen. But this 
Precept, as adopted into the Chriftian Religion, 
-takes in all Mankind; By our Neighbour wo 
,are to underftarid every Individual of the human 
Species. We are commanded in the Golpel, 
Jo render all their Dues, and to do unto others, as 
we would they Jhould do unto us, to he kind, met-ci* 
ful and mnpajftmate, M he ready to emmuwati, 
atnd to do Good .' Which Precept, and many o- 
' thers to the fame Putpofe, 5 are not to be under- 
-flood, in fuch a narrow Senfe, as if they related 
ohly to thofe who are of the fame Religion with 
OUrfelves, or whofe Skin is of the fame Colour 
‘with .ours, as is evident from other Precepts of 
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the Gofpel. We are commanded to do Good t» 
alh> efpecially to ihofe who are of the Heu/hold of 
Faiths to imitate our Heavenly Father , who■ doeth 
Good to alland whofi tender Mercies are o*er all 
bis Works ^ yea, and to love our Enemies .——Thefe 
Proportions I believe no body would have refuled 
to grant ; but though they are fo evident that few 
will exprefly deny, or dilpute the Truth of them, 
yet, it is reafonable to iuppofe, that thofe who 
are concerned in the Man-Trade, do not allow 
themfelves to think on thefe Truths impartially, 
feriouflyto confider them, and lay them to Heart* 
but that on the contrary, they have, fome how 
©r . other, .a Kind, of confufed Imagination, or 
half formed Thought, in their Minds, that .the 
Blacks are Hardly of the fame Species with'the 
white Men,*but are Creatures of a Kind fome- 
what inferior : I fay it is reafonable to fuppofe fo; 
for I do not know how to think that any white 
Men could find in their Hearts, that the common 
Sentiments of Humanity would permit them to 
treat the black Men in that cruel, barbarous 
Manner in which they do treat them, did they 
think and confider that thefe have rational im¬ 
mortal Souls, that they are made after the Image 
of God, as well as themfelves, and that, being 
in the fame Body, they have the fame Palfions, 
Senfes and Feelings, as they have, and are as iirf- 
ceptible of Pain and Grief, and upon the fame 
Gccafions, as they.———Man-ftealing is not only 

Unlawful - 1 think it the moft atrocious, de- 

teftate Crime. To fteal a Horfe, or to rob a 
Man on the Road of his Money, is reckoned, 
among us, a capital Crime, deferving Death, and 
is, by Law, -pumfkable with Death. What then 
-V 'does 
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does :i he defervc, what Punifhment can be great 
enough for him, who deals a Man, a Crime, in . 
Comparison with which Horfe-dealing or rob¬ 
bing on the Highway is but a little trilling Faulty 
quite excufeable and venial. Man-dealers were, 
by the Law- of Mofes , punifhed with Death. He 
that fieakth a Man , or if he^ be found in bh Hand> 
he fhall furely be put to Deaths Exod. xxi. 16. 
And in the New Teftament, i Tim. i. i©. Man- 
dealers are reckoned amongft the very word of 
Men. Can any Thing be more cruel and bar¬ 
barous, than to feize upon human Creatures, and* 
take them away by Force from their native Conn- 
.try, from their Friends and Relations, for ever j. 
Children from their tender Parents, Parents from, 
their dear Children, Women from tjieir heloved 
.Hufbands, and Hufbands from their beloved 
Wives, and drive, them, like Flogs, to Market* 
there to be fold for Slaves for Life ? How great 
mud be the Mifery thole poor Creatures are,in*,, 
and the Agonies of Mind they feel; when, they? 
are thus carried off y fb great,, that to relieve- 
thcmfelves, fome of them have put an End to 
their Lives. And how grievous* how diftrefied* 
mud be the Condition of their Friends and Rela¬ 
tions, who are deprived of them, and fhall nevee. 
fee their Faces any more ? It is horrid, it is fhock- 
ing to think of fuch Cruelty and Barbarity... 
What Monders in Nature then, deditute of alL 
Humanity and Companion, mud they be, who 
are guilty of it. The black k Men have the fame 
natural Affe&ion for their Kindred, and as ftrong* 
as we have.--To fell and buy human Crea¬ 

tures, without their,,Confent, vea and fore againfb 
tlieir Will, to trade- in Men, as you would In 
brute Creatures, or any othe Commodities* 

F really. 
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really impious as well as cruel. Man is a noble 
Creature, made but a little lower than the An¬ 
gels, and crowned with Glory and Honour. He 
is the Offspring of God \ therefore thus to de¬ 
bate him, and to bring him down upon a Level 
with the Brutes, yea with Things inanimate* is 
great Impiety, it is an high Affront offered to 
him, who is the kind and merciful Father of us 
all, who hath made of one Blood all Nations of 
Men to dwell on the Face of the Earth, and 
hath united them all in one Body by the Ties of 
Nature. It is likewife an Affront put upon Man¬ 
kind, upon the whole human Race, which fhould 
raife a generous Refentment and Indignation in 
the Breaft of every one that partakes of the human 
Nature, and has any Notion of the Dignity of 
it, or any Senfe of Humanity, which he fhould 
exprefs and diicover upon all proper Gccafions, 
and in all proper Ways.-— And I think the Re¬ 

ceiver, in this Cafe, will appear to be worfe, to 
be more guilty, in fome Rdpe&s, than the bare 
Thief, if we fairly confider the Matter. r 

It is evident, that the Europeans , in fending 
Ships yearly to the Coaft of Africa^ to buy Slaves, 
without enquiring how thofe they purchafe them 
of came by them, do encourage thofe Thieves, 
and tempt them to make a Pra&ice and Trade of 
ftealing their own Countrymen j foi this is the 
fame Thing in Effeft, as if they were to tell them 
in fo many Words. “ Ton get Men ready for us$- 
ct how you can , and we will take them off your 
Rands.” Befides, thole Men-merchants not 
only encourage others in this cruel flagitious Prac¬ 
tice of Man-ffealing, but are-really guilty of it 
thenifelves. You will obferve, that what is done 

• fry 
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by their Command, and according to their Or¬ 
ders, I confider as done by themfelves. As thofe 
poor miferable Creatures were ftolen, thofe who 
did fleal them, could not convey any Right in 
them to others, though thefe others Ihould give 
everfo much in Purchafe of them, any more than 
if they had them for nothing. For thoie Purchaf- 
ers then to deprive them of their Liberty, and, by 
Force, keep them in their PolFefnon, in whom they 
have np Right (fuppofing one Man could be the 
Property of another) and who never injured them 
in the leaft, nor forfeited their Liberty; to keep 
them in Bonds, and carry them away Captives, is 
properly fpeaking, Man-ftealing. And what ag¬ 
gravates this Crime in the European Man-mer¬ 
chants, and renders it much more heinous in them 
than in the Africans , is, that the former enjoy the 
Light of the Gofpel, and profefs themfelves to be 
Chriftians. 

Man-ftealing is a Kind, and indeed the worft 
Kind, of Sacrilege, which Confideration farther 
fhews the Impiety of it. Man is facred, and is, 
by Nature, devoted to the Service of God, to 
whofe Authority alone he is obliged to yield an ab- 
folute, unlimited Obedience-, for one Man there¬ 
fore to affault another, and, by meer JForc^'to 
make a Captive of him, not for any Crime that he 
has been guilty of, but to make a Penny of him, 
cpnudering him as Part of his Pofleflions or Goods, 
with which he can do what he pleafes, is robbing 
pf God, which is Sacrilege. ' 

It is very common in the Countries, where the 
Europeans &arry on this Trade, for the petty Kings 
and Princes, of which there are a great many, to 
go to War with their Neighbours, not in Derencs 

"4f 
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ioFth'eii: ivight, not to get Satisfaction for any In¬ 
juries done them, or to repair any Damages they 
'.have unjoftly fuftered by thole Neighbours, but 
purely to gerTrifoners againfl the Time the Ships 
From' Europe arrive upon their Coat, that with 
them : they may be able to purchafc of the Captains 
of thofe Ships the Goods they have on board. 

Now here the Injury-and Crime is the fame in 
Kind as in the former Cafe, and indeed greater in 
the Kind: In both Cafes it is Healing Man, but in 
the latter it is attended with fhedding of Blood, 
with Slaughter and Deftrubtion; which Confedera¬ 
tion doth aggravate the Crime of our Gurney Mer¬ 
chants, who purchafe thofe Priibners. Christ 
" hath faid, that blejfed are the Peacemakers , fir they 
ft all he called the Children of God. But how con¬ 
trary to wh^t our Saviour recommends, the mak¬ 
ing of Peace among Men, is the Spirit and Practice 
of thofe, who, for Lucre Sake, provoke and en¬ 
courage others to go to War with their Neigh¬ 
bours, and by unjuft Force to kill and «deftroy 
fame, and others of them to make Prifoners. 

But let us now fuppofe,——that the Prifoners, 
which are bought, were even engaged in an un¬ 
juft War, that they were the firft Invaders or Ag- 

greffors--When one King or Prince goes to 

War with another, the common Men are not ca¬ 
pable of judging of the Merits of the Caufe, which 
Party has or has not Right of their Side-, but, 
laying-afitle this Confideration, they are forced to 
go whithcrlbever their King or Captain leads them.; 
they are obliged to obey his Commands, and to 
defeat would be Death to them: T he refute I think 
it would be unjuil and cruel, in him who&omes-ofF 
Conquei'or, though he had Right of his Side, -and 
h was 

! 
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was engaged in a juft War, to deprive thofe coin-' 
mon Men, who are taken Prifoners, cf their Li ¬ 
berty, after the War is over, or at any Time to 
fell them for Slaves for Life, either by Way of 
Punifhment or Retribution, unlefs they be fuppof- 
edto be anfwerable for whatever Damage or Inju¬ 
ry is done by their King, or that they are his 
Goods or Property-, both which are ablurd, and 
the latter a Suppofidon unworthy of human Na¬ 
ture, and {hocking to the human Mind; confe- 
quently, the buying of'them'for fuch, mu ft be al¬ 
together as criminal in the Europeans. 

It is reckoned we have now in this Kingdom 
Thirty Thoufand French Prifoners, or more; and 
we fay, that in the War we are carrying on againft 
France , we have Right on our Side; that we 
entered into it for the Recovery and Defence of 
our Territories, invaded by them; but though 
it be true (as I believe it is) that our Caufe is 
good, yet would it not be cruel and inhuman in 
us, to fell thefe Prifoners into Slavery for Life, and 
in any other Nation, as the Spaniards , for Inftance, 
to buy them of us, in order to fend them to work 
in their Mines in Peru , as long as they live? And 
would not all the other Nations of Europe exclaim, 
againft us, and the Spaniards , as inhuman, bar¬ 
barous People, forfo doing? If it be replied, that 
fuch a Thing would be contrary to Cuilom, and 
to the Law of Nations in Europe , whereas in Gtu¬ 
ny and Negroeland it is a common Cuftom, to fell 
for Slaves the Prifoners they take in War; there 
they make a Trade of it. I own-——that may he 
one Reafhn, among others, v/hv fuch a Thing 
pra&ifjpm thofe Countries is not looked upon, by 
us here, with fo much Abhorrence and Detdfotion, 

as 
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as It would be if it were to be praclifed in Europe: 
Bui* this makes no Difference, as to the Nature of 
the Thing in iriHfo for as I have (hewn before, 
the Man-trade in this kill mentioned Cafe, wherein 
the Men who are ibid, are fuppofed to be Trilo¬ 
ners, that were engaged in an unjuft'War, is in 
itfelf wicked and inhuman, contrary to the Law 
of Nature, the Obligations of which are eternal 
and unchangeable, not to be altered or dijannullcd 
hy Ufe or Cuftom, beat ever fo ancient or univer- 
fal j they are the lame all over the World, the fame 
in Gurney , or Jamaica , as tn England . . 

The Captain oft he Gitincy Ship, when he has 
ffnifhed his Marketing, when he has bought as 
many reafonable Creatures as he wants, .andis full, 
freighted, having on hoard (we will fay) Two 
Hundred of them, coupled in Irons,-and clofely 
crammed up in a Ship of about One Hundred 
Tons Burthen, he fets out for one of our Plantati¬ 
ons,——-and, may be two or three Months on the 
Voyage j during which Time, from the Filth and 
Stench that mult be among them, occafiOnecl by 
their being put down under Deck, and perm’d to¬ 
gether in fo little Room,-Difiempers break out 

among them, and carry off a great many, a Fifth, 
or Fourth, yea, fometimes a third Part of them •, 
and it is reafonable to fuppbfc, that fome of them 
have their Hearts broke, and die with Grief and 
Anguilh, to think that they Ihall never more fet 
Foot on their native Soil, and that the Eye that 
hath feen them, fhall lee diem' no more.' I remem¬ 
ber I read an Account: in one of the Hews-Papers 
lad Year*, a. Ship, belonging to Idratrpwh * hat had. 
n \ btndmd an i Niiv. *y St ivrs on l> uir k Eighty of 
whom died On the Voyage, which u rnoie them 
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two Fifths-——Taking all the Slaves together, 
that are brought on board our Ships yearly, from 
the Coatl of Africa , where they are bought by our 
Merchants, I think one may venture to af ¬ 
firm, that, at lead, a Tenth kart, of them die on 
the Voyage;-——the Merchants are certainly 
chargeable with taking away the Lives of as many 
of thole poor Creatures, as come by their Death 
by being fo confined and treated, and are guilty 
of Murder; for to take away a Man’s Life, Tin- 
juftiy, is Murder*, whether it be done in two or 
three Minutes, or two or three Months, that 

makes no Difference.——-1 do not think it ne~ 

cdiary, in order to convift a Man of Murder, to 
make it appear that he had an Intention to commit; 
Murder: Whoever'does, by-unjuft Force and Vi¬ 
olence, deprive another of his Liberty, and, while 
he has him in his Power, reduces - him to fuch a- 
Condition, and gives himfuch Treatment, as evi¬ 
dently endangers his Life, and, in the Event, do 
actually deprive him of his Life, is guilty of Mur¬ 
der. *—-—By the Account given in the fecond 

Volume 

** Thomas Philips, in his Account of a Voyage he performed 
£o Gurney, and from thence to Earbadoas with a Cargo of 
Slaves, relates. That they took Seven Hundred Slaves on 
board; when they were brought in the Vefiel, the Men were 
ail put in Irons two and two ihnekied together, to prevent thei? 
mutinying, or f\v; mining Afnore. The Negroes, fays he, 
ic Are fo loath to leave their own Country, that they have of- 
54 ten leaped out .of the Canoiv. Coat and Ship, into the Sea, 
and kept under Water oil they were dcowned, to avoid be- 
lii ing taken up, and laved by the Coats which purJfue them 

r----They had about twelve Nrgrses vs ho willingly 

drowned themfel.ves; others themfeives to Death)---—— 

w;vA advdfed todrutoif i?he Luggs m\l 
fume to terrify the reft, fas other C’npr.ains .had dou*?} L't this 
,lk/refafcd to do j from the Time of his taking the Ntg'rm' on 

board 




Volume of jthe OmpUat- Syjkm of Geography; the 
N.umberofijVJg?w,f Brought away; by the fotglijh* 
in the 'Year j 7^5, appeared .**» be about' Fifty 
ThauAnd.-A--.We will iuppofe. that 'die lumber 
of iV%i^- ; .|?Hrchafed by our Guiney Merchants, 
one Year with-another, .are no more than Hurt/- 
Jive Thouiand; Now, in the Account given by 
that Author of the Negroes, in our Plantations, k is 
Aid, Hatpin the Bland of Jamaica.^ aimed Half 
of the new imported Negroes die in die Seaiomngv 
and that, in Barhadoes , it is reckoned that a fourth. 
Part die ihdSeaionirig; and, according to the lame 
Account, there are twice,..as many imported -rinco 
fhefe two Illands*-, as into ail our other Blands in 
the JNefAndies, and all our Colonies in.Ntr'tb-Mjte- 
rka. At a moderate Computation, therefore, it 
may he ^reckoned/ that of all- - thole' who are pur- 
chafed hy : our .African Merchants in,,a Year- 
Twelve Thouiand die • upon the Voyage, and in 
the Seafoning. , ; =What 

board to his arrival at Barbados, no left than Three Hundred 
and Twenty died of various DileaJes.- Which the Author frys, 
** Was t ; o their great Regret, after enduring fmodi Mifeiy ’ and 
Stench (<r Song among a Parcel of Creatures, nattier, than 
fi{ Swine : No Gold-finder. fays Philips, can furies: fuch noi forms 
Drudgery as they do who carry Negroes, haflngfiio refpite 
“ from r their AiBi&ions-.-fo long, as any of their Slaves are 
Li alive.” ■ " . -- ■, 11 

How usreafottable felt in Philips* thus teCreHeft.on the 
Stacks, could Hah a Number be croudcd together in. To wartr* 
aCHma-.e, efeivitt they, had all been healthy, without ...being 
estrenicly effective : How' much snore when. tt> many hsv dkki, 
dead and dying. He (peaks of the Engtifo ; Pcop 1 e’s great Suf- 
fermgs by NaUnefs, Stench, C'V. I.uit he f > 2 gets the Suffe- 
rjtigs of the poor BLtch, which it;u ft have been incomparably 
bomo .rfien.tkrw.thb ■'p'a.idful.SoHr^v.' 

* uw», of a ’■sul ;h..eAu Jlcd wmli Uiw fuikdkH 



What a fad dreadful Affair then is this Man- 
Trade, whereby fo many Thouiands of our IAN 
low rational Creatures loie their Lives, are, truly 
and properly fpeaking, murdered every Year; 1 
do not think there is an Inltance of fo great Bar¬ 
barity and Cruelty carried on in any Fart of the 
World, as is this, Year after Year. It is enough 
to make one tremble, to think what a Load of 
Guilt lies upon this Nation, on this Account, and 
that the Blood of Thouiands of poor innocent 
Creatures, murdered every Year, in carrying on 
this cmfed Trade, cry aloud to Heaven for Ven¬ 
geance. * Were we to hear or read of any other 
Nation in the World, that did deftroy every Year, 
in foime other Way, or on fome other Account, 
as many human Creatures as are deitroyed by this 
G Trade, 

* In the Collection of Voyages, John Atkins, Surgeon on 
board Admiral Ogle's Squadron, in his Expedition on the 
Coal of Guinea, relates, That at Sierra Leona*, the white Men 
who were private Traders there were about thirty in Number ; 
the C ha rafter he gives of them was, that they were ioofe pri 
valcering Blades, who, if they could not trade fairly with the 

Natives would rob-—of thefe John Leadjiane was reckoned 

the moil triving. Tne Author obferves that the Slaves this 
Leadjhne had to fell appeared much dcje&ed, he particular-v 
ebferved one, named Tom a a, who had been a Loader of force 
Country Villages, this Negro feemed to difdam the other 
Slaves for their readlnds to be examined ; and fcorned to look 
at the Buyers, refusing to rife and llretch out his Limbs as the 
Mailer commanded. This got him an unmerciful Whipping 
from Leadjhnds own Hand j who, Atkin* Cays, would have 
certainly killed him, but for the I,oA he mull have fuitained 
by it. The Negro bore it all with Magnaminity. fhrinking vc - 
xy little, but Ihed a Tear or two, which he end caromed :o 
hide.- 

I-', dmiYmrfe of their Voyage a Vemki'kun. 

commanded by one Hardingy ihir- 

. WWWW:-ore. 
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Trade, we s hould look upon them as a very bloody, 
cruel, barbarous People. We, to this Day, ex¬ 
claim againil the Cruelty of the Spaniards , in de- 
ltroying fo many of the Inhabitants of Memo and 
Peru, when they unjuftly invaded thole Countries, 
though it is a Queftidn, whether the Englijh have 
not deftroyed as many of the Inhabitants of Africa, 
iince the Commencement of this villainous Man- 
Trade among us, and of our Popifh Queen Mary , 
whole Reign is looked upon as the molt cruel and 
inhuman of any in all the Englifo Hiftory, though 
there were not above Three Hundred burnt, for 
Herefy, in the live Years of her Reign, and 
you know that the Papifts believe, or pro- 
fefs to believe, that they ought to put He- 
reticks to Death, at leaf! they did then : Where¬ 
as 

one. Captain Harding gave them the following melancholy 

Account, -viz. -.That this !Tomba had combined with 

three of the flouteft of his Country Men, and a Woman, to 
deftroy the white Men, in order to get their Freedom; that 
one Night he went upon Deck to put his Defign in Execution, 
being accompanied by one Man and the Woman, who were 
all he could engage to follow him, where finding three Sailors 
on the Foreeakie, he prefcntly difpatched two by fmgle Strokes 
on the Temples (with a Hammer the Woman had gi¬ 
ven him) the other Man routing with the Ncife, his Compa¬ 
nions feized, And ! Tcmba killed him in the fame Manner: But 
two other Sailors taking the Alarm, Hood upon their Defence, 
’which foon awaked the Maftcr underneath, who running up, 
took a Handfpike, and felling Tomba with it, fecured them all 
in Irons. The Reader, fays Atkins , may be curioustfo know 
their Punifhrnent: “ Why, Captain Harding, weighing the 
** S.toatnefs and Worth of the two Slaves, did, as in other 
* s Countries they do by Rogues of Dignity, whip and fcarify 
them only; while three other Abettors (but not Attars, 
“ nor of Strength for it) he forte need to cruel Deaths, mak- 
rtr 'bjg* thvtttt Heart andLivef of one of sthem he 

**' killed. The Woman hchoiftcd by the Thumbs, whipped, 
u and Aalto her with Knives, before the ether Slaves till &e 

“ died.” 'Tb* 



r ji j 

as the 'Engllflj have, for many Years pall, put m 
Death Ten or Twelve Thouiand a Year, in car- 
rving on this Trade, which they Hill continue for 
the Sake of getting Money, and furniihing them- 
felves with the Superfluities of Life, which ihews 
a greater Degree of Barbarity; and many of thole 
poor Wretches have endured more Pain, before 
they died, than thole Kereticks did in being 
burnt. There is notfiing that Ihews the Degene¬ 
racy of Mankind more, that calls a greater 
Blemiih on human Nature, or ex'pofes it in a 
more difadvantageous Light, than this Confidera- 
tion, that whole Nations, Chriftians as well as 
Heathens, profefs to believe the greatefl Abfur- 
dities and Con traditions, and juftify the mod 

wicked and vileft Pradlices.-If it be laid that 

I charge the LegUlature-becaufe they have 

encouraged, and itill do encourage, this Trade, 

—-what I have aflerted. I think I can defend. 

No 

* 

The fillwing Relation is infer ted at the Requejtof the Author, 
a Ferf on nuhofe Candour may be depended upon . 

^ / TT'HAT I may contribute all in my Power towards the 
Good of Mankind, by infpirlng any of its Indi- 
Ci viduats with a finable Abhorence for that dctdlable Prac- 
** tier of trading in our Fellow-Creatures, ar.d in (bine Mea- 
“ fare atone for my Neglcdl of Duty as a Chri&ian, in en- 
** gaging in that wicked Traffic, i offer to their ferious Con- 
“ ftderatfon fome few Occurrences of which I was an Eye- 
“ witnefjr That being (truck with the wretched and affeding 
“ Scene thev may fofter that humane Principle, which is the 
* { noble and diltinguiih’d Chare&erifiic of Mart, and improve 
M it to the Benefit of their Children’s Children. 

“ About the Yerr 1749, 1 i-til'd from Liverpool xo the Coafl 
u of Gmhmv Some Time after our arrival I was ordered to 
5 * go up the Country a confidentble Distance ; upon having 

" Notice 
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Lcgiflature on Earth, which is the Su¬ 
preme Power in every civil Society, can alter the 
Nature of Things, cr make that to be lawful 
which is contrary to the Law of God, the Su¬ 
preme Legillator and Governor of the World. 
Mifchief may be framed, and eftabliihed by a 
Law', but if it be, it is Mifchief ilill, as much fo 
as it was before it was eftablilheck though its be¬ 
ing fo may make Men infenfible of their Guilt, 
or bold and fearlefs in the Preparation of it, for 
too many, among Gunmans, are, contrary to 
Christ's Exhortation, more influenced by the 

Fear of Man, than by the Fear of God.. It is 

really a ferious Subject, and I own it raifes a feri- 
qus Concern in my Mind, that fuch Barbarity 
ihould be differed in Chriftian Nations. It is 
enough to make a Man’s Heart ach > unleE he 

has 

“ Notice from one of the Negro Kings, that he had a Parcel 
n of Slaves to difpofe of; I received my Inftru&ions, and 
£C went, carrying with mean Account of fuch Goods v.t had 
“ on board to exchange for the Slaves we intended to pur- 
“ chafe. Upon being introduced, I prefented him with a 
** fmall Cafe of Englijh Spirits, a Gun. and forne Trifles, 
** which having accepted, and undcTilood by an Interpreter 
“ what Goods we had, the nest Day was appointed for view- 
*' ing the Slaves; we found about two Hundred confined in 
“ one Place. But here how fliall I relate the affecting Sight I 
“ there beheld? How can I fufficier.tly deferibe the filcnt $or~ 
ft row which appeared in the Countenance of the afHiftedFa- 
then, and the painful Anguifh of the tender Motherf ex- 
(< pcifting to be forever feperated from their tender Offspring ; 

the difiredbd' ldaid.:wringing her Hands in Prefagc of her 
“ future Wreichedntf.i, and the general Cry of the Innocent 
“ from a fearful App r ehenfion of the perpetual Slavery to 
which they were doomed. Under a Senfe of my Offence 
“ ffo Go»., ?». the Pcrfoa of hr,? ' Cmttui'iwf I icfcmpgi^g^ 
1 put chafed eleven# who l cojtiiti&ed tyM, two tA 

the Ship-. Being bui a fmall Vdlel (ninetv Ton) wto foort 

.&&&> fed 
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has loft all Love and Regard to his Kind, to think 
that fo many Thoufands of the human Race 
fhould be Sacrificed every Year to that greedy vo¬ 
racious God Mammon. 

Nor is it Ids Shocking to hear or read the Ac¬ 
counts we have of the barbarous Treatment that 
thofe black Men, who (land and furvivc the Sea- 
Toning, as it is called, meet with. According to 
the Accounts in the foremencioned Author, it is 
inhuman and unmerciful. 

Sir Hans Sloan , in his Hiftory of Jamaica, fays; 
tc That a rebellious Negroe, or he that twice ilrikes 
“ a white Man, is condemned to the Flames; bc- 
“ ing chained flat on his Belly, at the Place or 
“ Execution, and his Arms and Legs extended. 

Fire is then fet to his Feet, and he is burnt gra- 
w dually up to his Head. They ftarve others to 

Ci Death, 

“ purchafed our Cargo, confiding of one Hundred and feven- 
“ ty “ laves, whom thos, may’ll Reader range in thy View, 
“ as they were fhackled two and two together, pent up with- 
“ in the narrow Confines of the main Deck, with the compii- 
“ cated Diiireis of Sicknefs, Chains and Contempt; deprived 
“ of every fond and focialTie, and in a great Meafure reduc- 
“ ed to a .‘'tatcof Defparation, We had not been a Fortnight 
“ at Sea, before the fatal Confequence of thisDifpair appear- 
“ ed; they formed a Defignof recovering their natural Right, 
“ Liberty, by raffing and murdering every Man on board, 
“ but the Goodnefs of the Almighty renderedi^gk^cheme 
“ abortive, and his Mercy fpared us to have 
“ The Plot was difeovered; the Eintwo 
“ Thumbs over the Barricade Door, at St^^^Teceived a 
“ Number of Laftses, in this Situation he remained till Sun- 
“ fet, expofed to the Infuks and Barbarity of the brutal Crew 
“ of Sailors, with full Leave to exercifc their Cruelty at Plea- 
“ fare. The Confequence -%F thL mas, that next Morning 
“ the litiiiferable SufiR-reir was found dead, Head from rife 
“ Shoulders to the Wailh The «ext Viclim was a Youth, 
'* who, from too llrong a Senfs of his Mifcry refufed Nou- 
• “ ri/hment, 




kt Death, with a Loaf hanging before their 
“ Mouths, fo that fome gnaw the very Flefh off 
u their own fhoulders, and expire with the 
4C frightful Agonies, expreffmg the moft horrid 
c ‘ Tortures. For Crimes of a lefs Nature, they 
geld the Offender, and chop off Half of his 
“ Foot with an Ax; for Negligence only, they 
* c whip him till his Back is raw, and then lcatter 
“ Pepper and Salt on his Wounds, to heighten 
e; the Smart*, and fome Planters will drop melted 
“ Wax on their Skins, which puts them to into- 
<c lerabie Pain.” Now muff not the human Na¬ 
ture, in thofe People, be changed into the Devi- 
lifh, who jean put thefe poor Creatures to fuch 
Torments ?--It is obferved by the fame Au¬ 

thor, that “ Some excufe thefe Severities by tel- 

“ ling 

** rilhment, and died; disregarded and unnoticed, till the 
“ Hogs had fed on Part of his Fleflt. Will not Chriftianity 
blulh at this impious Sacriledge ? May the Relation of it 
4i ferve to call back the ftruggling Remains of Humanity, in 
“ the Heart of thofe who from a Love of Wealth, partake 
lf in any Degree with this dpprellive Gain, and have iuch an 
u Effedt on the Minds of the Sincere, as may be productive of 
“ Peace, the happy. EfFedl of true Repentance for pall Tranf- 
greflions, and a Refolution to, renounce all Connexion with 
“ it for the Time to come.” ^ 

W. F a 

Noteh^l^P^s a jufl: and neceflary Query. How does ouri?*- 
giifb Law ^fbTs'i^' valuable for its Mercy and Equity) over¬ 
look thefe barbarous Deaths of the unhappy Africans , without 
Tryal, or due Proof of their being guilty; or of their Crimes 
being adequate to their punishment ? Why are thofe Mailers 
©fVeffels (who are often, ftojt'the moft tender and confiderate 
of Men) thus fuffered to be tke foVereign Arbiters of the 
Lives of the miferable Negrbtta ; Mnd allowed (with Impunity) • 
to dellroy their fellow Creatures, and, that, by Means fo^rtiel 
as cannot be, even related, bht with Shame and Horror 




* c ling us, that the Blacks , being fo perverfe, ful- 
“ len, and miichievous a Generation, deferve fuch 
66 Treatment, and that milder Ufage would not 

<5 reclaim them.”-—It is no Wonder they are 

fullen ; would not white Men be fo, were they in 
their Condition, and treated as they are? No 
Doubt but they would. But the Blacks , though 
they be unjuftly deprived of their Liberty, banifli- 
ed from their native Country, from all their 
Friends and Relations, and made Captives and 
Slaves for Life, though they are treated worfe than 
Dogs, and made to work harder than Horfes, yet 
they ought to be pleafant, good humoured, and 
obliging to them that do thus treat them and, if 
they be not, they Ihould bre put to Fain and Tor* 
ment. * And they are, it feems, a mifchievous 
Generation, apt to mutiny and rebels that is, in 

Truth 

* The Iniquity of the Slave-Trade is greatly aggravated by 
the Iuhurnanity with which the Negroes are treated in the 
Plantations, as well with refpeft to Food and C'loathing, as 
from the unreasonable Labour which is commonly exacted from 
them. . To which may be added the cruel Chaftifements they 
frequently fuffer, without any other Botfhds than the Will and 
Wrath of their hard Tafk-Mafters. In Barbados, and fame 
other of the Iflands, fix Pints of Indian Corn and three her¬ 
rings, are reckoned a full Weeks Allowance for a working 
Slave, and in the Syltem of Geography, it is faid, “ That in 
* e Jamaica the Owners of the Negroe Slaves , fet aftde far each a 
“ Parcel of Ground , and allow them Sundays to manure it, the 
“ Product of which with fometimcs a few Herrings, or other 
fait Fifh, “ is all that is allowed for their Suff ort ** Their 
Allowance for Cloathing in the Iflands is feldom more than 
fix Yards of Ofenbrigs each Year: And in the {note northern 
Colonies, where the piercing 1 wefterly Winds are long and 
fenfibly felt, thefe poor Africans fuffer much for want of full:- 
cient Cloathing, indeed fome haye none till they are able to 
pay for. it by their Labour. The Time that the Negroes work 
in the Wefi-Indies, is fromDay-break till Noon; them again 
' from 
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Truth, they want to recover their Liberty, and 
would attempt to do,it, if they were not kept in 
Awe by hard Ufage, and fevere Difcipline. In 
the Account of Jamaica , we are told that the Ne¬ 
groes., when firft brought hither from Guinea , are 
very fimple, innocent Creatures, but foon turn 
roguifh, and when they come to be whipp’d, urge 

the 

from two o’Clock till dufic: (during which Time they are 
attended by Overfeers, who feverely fcourge thofe who ap¬ 
pear to them dilatory) And before they are fufrered to go to 
their Quarters, they have Hill fomething to do, as collecting 
of Herbage for the Horfes, gathering Fuel for the Boilers, &c* 
fo that it is often half paft Twelve before they can get Home, 
when they have fcarce Time to grind and boil their Indian 
Corn ; whereby it often happens that they are called again to 
Labour before they can fatisfy their Hunger : And here no 
Delay or Exeufe will avail, for if they are not in the Field 
Immediately upon the ufual Notice, they mull cxpeCl to feel • 
the Overfeers Lafh. In Crop-time (which lafts many Months) 
they are obliged (by Turns) to work moll of the Night, 
in the boiling Houfe. Thus their Owners, from a Defire 
of making the greateft Gain by the Labour of their Slaves, lay 
heavy Burdens upon them, and yet feed and clothe them very 
fparingly, and fome fcarce feed or clothe them at all, fo that the 
poor Creatures are obliged to fhift for their Living in the belt 
Manner they can, which occafions their being often killed in 
the neighbouring Lands, Healing Potatoes, or other Food to 
fatisfy their Hunger. And if they take any Thing from the 
Plantation they belong to, tho’ under fuch prelfing Want, yet 
their Owners will correCt them fcverely, for taking a little of 
what they have fo hardly laboured for, whilft they themfelves 

riot in the greateil Luxury and excefs.—-It is a Matter of 

AHonilhment how a People who, as a Nation, are looked up¬ 
on as generous and human£and fo much value themfelves for 
their uncommon Senfe of the Benefit of Liberty, can live in 
the PraClice of fuch extreme Opprefiion and Inhumanity, with¬ 
out feeing the Inconfiilency of fuch ConduCt, and without 
feeling great Remorfe: Nor is it lefs amazing to hear thefe 
Men calmly making Calculations about the Strength and 
Lives of their fellow Men $ in Jamaica, if fix in ten," rbf the 

new- 


the Example of the Whites for their Excufe. 
Whereas, in that of Barbados , the fame Author 
fays; 44 That the Mailers of the Negroes are 
44 obliged to treat them very feverely, not only 
44 becaufe of the ftubborn, treacherous Temper, 
44 which is lb peculiar to all of their Complexion 
44 and Country, but becaufe they are three times 
46 the Number of the Whites in this Illand, and 
44 have made frequent Attempts to get the Maf- 
44 tery-,” that is, their Liberty, or to deliver 
themfelves out of the miferablc Slavery they 

are in.-But how come they to be three times 

the Number of the Whites in this Wand? Is it not 
owing to the white Inhabitants, to their purchas¬ 
ing them, and keeping them in Bondage ? How 
weak then is this Excufe ? Where is the Senfe of 
aligning this Majority, which is of their own 
H procuring, 

hew imported Negroes furvive the Seafoning, it is looked up¬ 
on as a gaining Purchafe : And in moil of the other Plantati¬ 
ons, if the Negroes live eight or nine Years, their Labour is 

reckoned a fufficient Compenfation for their Colt.* —. If 

Calculations of this Sort were made upon the Strength and 
Labour of Bealls of Burden it would not appear fo Itrange, 
but even then, a merciful Man would certainly ufe his Beall 
with mow Mercy than is ufually Ihewn to the poor Ne¬ 
groes.--Will not the Groans, the dying Groans of 

this deeply afhidted and opprefied People reach Heaven, and 
when the Cup of Iniquity is full, mult not the inevitable Con- 
fequence be pouring forth of the Judgments of God upon 
their OpprelTors. But, Alas! is it not too manifeft that this 
Opprefl’ton has already long been the Objefl of the divine 
Bifpleafure; fo; what heavier Judgment, what greater Cala¬ 
mity can befall any People, than to become a Prey to that 
hardnefs of Heart, that Forgetfulnefs of Goi>, andlnfenfibi- 
lity to every religions Imprelhon ; as well as that general De¬ 
pravation of Manners, which fo much prevails in the Colo¬ 
nies,, in Proportion as they have more or lefs enriched them¬ 
felves, at the Expence of the Blood and Bondage of the 
Negroes, 
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procuring, as a Reafon for their treating the Blacks 

with fuch Severity ?-—We have alfo an Account 

from that Author, of thofe Plots laid by the Blacks 
in Antigua , but which were difcovered by the 
Whites, before they could be brought to bear, 
and of the horrid Executions which followed upon 
the Difcovery. “ The King, that is, he who was 
“ to have been King of the Blacks had the Plot 
<c fucceeded, and his two Generals, with two 
“ others, were all broke on a Wheel (that is, 
u their Bones were broke with an Iron Bar whitft 
“ alive.) Four more of the principal Confpirators 
“ were burnt the fame Day *, as were feven on the 
“ next Day. Six were hung alive in Chains on 
<c Gibbets, and ftarved to Death; after which their 
w Heads were cutoff, and their Bodies burnt \ and 
<c Fifty-eight others were, at feveral Times, 
" chained to Stakes, and burnt alive.” Now, was 
not this a lamentable Affair (and there have been 
feveral Inftances of fuch Cruelty in our Plantations) 
that fo many poor Creatures Ihould be put to the 
greateit Tortures, and be made to fuffer the moft 
painful Deaths. Some of the French Prifoners in 
England , whofe Condition is far preferable to that 
of moft of the Slaves in our Colonies, have at¬ 
tempted to break out of Prifon, but, being difco¬ 
vered in Time, failed in their Attempt. Now 
Ihould not we have been reckoned, by all the 
World, a cruel barbarous People, if the Govern¬ 
ment had ordered fome of them to be broke on the 
Wheel, fome to be burnt alive, and others to be 
ftarved to Death, though the French are our Ene¬ 
mies, and are engaged in an unjuft War againfl 
us *, whereas thofe Slaves had never done any Hurt 
or Injury to thofe who torture them to Death.-— 

’We 
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We reckon ourfelves to be a brave, generous, hu¬ 
mane civilized People-,-but is this a true 

Character, while that barbarous, favage Man- 
Trade, in the carrying on of which fo many Th.au- 
land Lives are facrifrced every Year, is not only 
.winked at, but countenanced and incouraged 

amongft us..There are other Nations in 

Europe ,, befides ours, concerned in this Trade, but 
that does not lelfen the Guilt in our People, tho' 
it may keep them in Countenance *, but the Englijb 
% are now more concerned, I believe, than all the 
other Nations in Europe , taken together, in this 
abominable Trade, which is the greateft Scandal 
and Reproach that lies upon diis Nation*, the re¬ 
moving of which, by proclaiming Liberty to thole 
Captives now in our Plantations, making them 
Freemen, and prohibiting for ever, - upon the 
levereft Penalties, the Man-Trade throughout all 
His Majefty’s Dominions, and thereby leading the 
Way, and giving a good Example to the other Na¬ 
tions in Europe , concerned in the Man-Trade, 
would be much to the Honour of our Government, 
and Pam furc would give great Pleafure to all who 
are Lovers of Mankind, and have a. Regard for 
the Honour, Safety, and Prosperity of their Coun¬ 
try.-It is objected, that if the FjtgliJh were to 

drop this Trade entirely, it would be immediately 
thereupon carried on by other Nations, to a much 
greater Degree than it now is.——Perhaps that 
might be the Confequence, anr) if it Ihould, they 
mult be anfwerable for that, ' the Guilt and Scandal 
' would lie upon them. But if it were certain that 
this would be the Cafe, this Confideration cannot 
be a juft Reaibn for our continuing to carry on fuch 

a 
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a wicked Trade. If we ihoukl not carry on this 
Trade others would, therefore we may, would be 
a ftrange Way of reafoning. 

And as this Slave-Trade has been encouraged 
by the Government, for many Reigns back, it is 
queried, whether the prelent Government, in cafe 
they were to fet thofe Negroes in our Colonies at 
Liberty, Ihould not make good that Lofs to their 
Mailers; but I ili_3.il not take, upon me to determine 
that Point; our Governors are bed Judges of that, 
only I think they had better do fo, though it ihoukl 0 
require fome Millions to do it, than fuller thofe 
poor Creatures to continue in the miierab’e State 
of Slavery they are now in.. There is one Confe- 
quence more, which fome People fear, would fol¬ 
low upon prohibiting of the Negroe Trade, and 
that is. that fuch a Prohibition would greatly leilen, 
if not utterly ruin, fome other confiderable 
Branches of our Commerce, efpecially the Sugar 
and the Tobacco Trades, becaule of the Difficulty 
of getting Hands enough, in tlie Room of the 
Blacks , to work and labour in thofe Plantations, 
where thefe Commodities are produced-, but this 
can be no real Objection againll whal I have avert¬ 
ed, or in Jollification of the Man-Trade; for if 
this Trade be initfelfone continued Scene of fuch 
Cruelty and Barbarity, as it hath been reprefented 
to be, it mull be allowed, that it ought to be 
flri&ly prohibited, let the Confequences of fuch a 
Prohibitation be what they will, that none fhould 
be fullered to go on, tormenting and murdering 
their Fellow-creatures, Year after Year, though 
we were never any more to fee an Ounce of To¬ 
bacco or Sugar in Great-Brit&in. The Inconveni¬ 
ences, or worldly Difadyantages, arifing from ad- 
4 hering 
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hering to our Duty, and a&ing according to the 
moral Obligations we are under, Jet them be ever 
fo great, are of no Confideration at all in the Eye 
of Reafon, nor can. they have any Weight .with, 
or Influence upon an honeft, virtuous Mind, when 
fct againft tilde Obligations. 

The Author of the Dialogues on the Man-Trade, 
^tonduch's with the following Addrefs to the Guinea 
Merchants in England. 

Sirs, 

A S the Bufinefs you are concerned in, and 
carry on openly and publickly before the 
World, has a bad AfpeCt, and you are fenflble 
that moll Men make Objections againft it, anc! 
blame you for engaging in it, you are obliged 
to juftify it to the World, upon the Principles of 
Reafon, Equity and Humanity, to make it ap¬ 
pear, that it is no unjuft Invafion of the Perfbns, 
or Incroachmcnt on the Rights of Men •, or for 
ever to lay it afide. And this is what every one, 
not only of your Fellow Subjects in England » but 
of your Fellow Men upon the Face of the Earth, 
who are any Way concerned in the fame Bufinefs, 
have a Right to inlift upon, and demand from 
you j and ought, in a proper Manner to refent it, 
if you will do neither the one nor the other. 

But, laying afide the Refenqnent of Man, 
which is but of little or no Moment, in Com¬ 
panion with that of the Almighty, of the 
Supreme Law-giver and Judge of Mankind, think 
of a future Reckoning. Confider how you (hall 
come off in the great and awful Day of Account. 
You now heap up Riches, and live in Pleafure? 
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but oh! what will you do in the End thereof? 
and that is not far 06F. What if Death fliould 
fetee upon you, and hurry you out of this World, 
under all that Load of Blood-guiltinefs, that now 
lies upon your Souls, The Gofpcl (I fuppofe I 
am now fpeaking to profefled Chriftians) exprefly 
declares, that \Thieves and Murderers Jhall not in¬ 
herit the Kingdom of God. Conflder that at the 
fame Time, and by the fame Means you now 
treafure up worldly Riches, you are treafuring 
up to yourfelves Wrath* againft the Day of Wrath , 
and Vengeance that Jhall come upon the Workers of 
Iniquity unlefs prevented, by a timely Repentance. 
And what greater Iniquity, what Crime that is 
more henious, that carries in it more complicated 
Guilt, can you name, than that in the habitual de¬ 
liberate Pra&ice of which you now live? Good 
God! How can you, as forme of you do, go to the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper? How can you 
lift up your guilty Eyes to Heaven ? How can you 
pray for Mercy to him that made you, or hope for 
any Favour from him that formed you, while you 
go on thus grofly and openly to difhonour him, 
in debafing and deftroying the nobleft Workman- 
Ihip of his Hands, in this lower World? He is 
the Father of Men *, and do you think he will not 
tefent fuch Treatment of his Offspring, whom be 
hath fo loved , as to give his only begotten Son , that 
wbofoever believetk in him , might not perijh , but have 
everlajling Life ? This Love of God to Man, re¬ 
vealed in the Gofpel, is a great Aggravation of 
your Guilt; for if God fo loved us , we ought alfo to 
love one another . You remember the Fate of the 
Servant, who took Hold of his Fellow-Servant, 
who was in his Debt, by the Throat, and call 
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him into Prifon: Think then,, and tremble to 
think, what will be your Fate, who take your 
Fellow-Servants by the Throat, that owe you not 
a i nny y and make them Prifoners for Life. 

Give yourfelves Leave to lefledl impartially up¬ 
on, andconfider the Nature of, this Man-Trade, 
which, if you do, your Hearts muft needs relent, 
if you have not loft all Senfe of Humanity, all Pi¬ 
ty and Companion towards thofe of your own Kind, 
to think what Calamities, what Havock and De- 
itru&ion among them, you have been the Authors 
of, for filthy Lucre’s Sake. 

God grant you may be made fenfible of your 
Guilt, and repent in Time. And as this is my 
hearty and earneft: Prayer to God for you, I hope 
you will excufe the Plainnefs and Freedom of this 
Addrefs in your fincere Friend, who would be 
glad to do you any Good that lies in his Power. 

J.P II I L M 6 R E. 


A N D now Reader, if from the Example of 
others, and without a fufficient Knowledge 
of the deplorable Confequences attendant 
on this Trade, thou haft: inadvertently engaged 
therein, let me befeech thee, by the Mercies of 
Christ Jesus our Lord (thofe Mercies which, 
perhaps, e’er long, thou and I fhall defire to fly 
to as our only Refuge) that thou would ft: refrain a 
Pra&ice fo inconfiftent with thy Duty, both as a 
Chriftian and a Man. Remember, the firft and 
chief Commandment is, ‘Thou Jhalt love the Lord 
thy-God with all thy Heart . And that the Second 
like unto it is, Thou Jhalt love thy Neighbour as thy «. 

fdf. 
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Jelf. That our bluTed Redeemer has enjoined u3 
to do unto others as we would they jhmld do unto us*, 
and that it will be thofe who have been righteous 
and merciful to their Feliow-Crtn^ures, that will be 
intitled to the Mercy of the G c .e; ; t Judge of Hea¬ 
ven and Earth, before whom we muft all appear* 
to give an Account of the Deeds done in the 
Body. 

And as for thofe who confefs themudves now* 
convinced of the Iniquity, and Injuft'iceof buying 
and felling their Fellow-Creatures, and yet conti¬ 
nue to keep thofe Negroes they are poflelTed of in 
Bondage, for the Sake of the Profit arifing from 
their Labour, it behoves them ferioufly to confider 
their Motives for fuch a Conduct; whether the 
Diftinction they make between buying a Negro e, 
and keepfng the fame Negroe , or his Offspring, in 
perpetual Bondage, is not a Plea founded more in 
Words than fupported by Truth-, for it muft be 
obvious to every Perfon, who is not blinded by 
the Defire of Gain, that the Right by which tiiefe 
Men hold the Negroes in Bondage, is no other than 
what is derived from thofe who ftole them, who 
having no other Title, but that which Robbers 
have over their Prey, could not convey any better 
to the Purchafer; and that therefore to continue 
to hold them in Bondage, for worldly Advantage, 
by no other Right than that which thofe guilty 
Men give them, is confenting to, and partaking 
of their Guilt. Inftances may fall out, where 
Men of Candour may be concerned in the Purchafe 
of Negroes, purely from a Principle of Charity; 
and there are alfo many of the Blacks, amongft us, 
whofe Difpofttions, Infirmities or Age, makes it 
neceflary they ftiould be under Care; but in the 

Calc 
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Cafe before rSRiU/ii^.!, where Perlons declare 
themfelves convinced of the Injuftice and Iniquity 
of this Trade, and are poileiTed of Negroes who 
are capable of managing for themfelves, and have 
fufficiently paid, by their Labour, for their Fur* 
chafe or bringing up, befides the Profit fame Fa¬ 
milies have reaped, during a long Courfe of Years, 
from the Labour of their Progenitors ; it is the 
undoubted Duty of their Pefieflors to reftore them 
their Liberty*, and alfo to ufe all reafonable Endea¬ 
vours, to enable them to procure a comfortable 
Living, not only as an Ad of Juftice to the In¬ 
dividuals, but as a Debt due, on Account of the 
Oppreflion and .Injuftice perpetrated on them, or 
their Anceftors; and as the belt Means to avert 
the Judgments of God, which it is to be feared 
will fall on Families and Countries., in Proportion 
as they have, more or lefs, defiled themfelves with 
this iniquitous Traffick. 

D OUBTS may arife in the Minds of fome. whe¬ 
ther the foregoing Accounts, relating to the 
natural Capacity and good Difpofition of many of 
the Inhabitants'&£ Guinea , and of the violent Man¬ 
ner in which they appear to be torn from their na¬ 
tive Land, is fuffieiently founded on Truth, as the 
Negroes who are brought to us are feidom heard to 
fcomplain, and do not man if eft that Docility and 
Quicknefs of Parts which might be expe&ed from 
this Account; Perlons who may make fuch Ob¬ 
jections, are defired impartially to confider whether 
this is not owing to the many Difcouragements 
thefe poor Africans labour under, though in 
enlightened Chriftian Country, and the .little Op¬ 
portunity they have of exerting and improving 
their natural ‘ Talents. They are conftantly ern- 
I ployed* 
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ployed in fervlle Labour, and the abject Condition 
in which we fee them, from our Childhood, has a 
natural Tendency to create in us an Idea of a 
Superiority and induces many to look upon 
them as an ignorant, and 'contemptible Part of 
Mankind i add to this, tlidt they have but little 
Opportunity of freely converhng with fuch of the 
Whites as might impart Inftruction to them, the 
endeavouring of which would, indeed, by moft, 
be accounted Folly, if not Preemption. A 
Fondriefs tor Wealth, or for gaining Efteem and 
Honour, is what prompts rhoff Men to the Defire 
of excelling others, but thefe Motives for the Ex¬ 
ertion and Improvement of their Faculties can 
have but little or no Influence upon the Minds of 
the Negroes, few of them having Hopes of attain* 
ing to any Condition beyond that of Slavery •, fo 
that tho* the natural Capacity of many of them *be 
ever fo good, yet they have no Inducement or Op¬ 
portunity of exerting it to any Advantage, which 
naturally tends to deprefs their Minds, and link 
their Spirits into Habits of Idlenefs and Sloth, 
which they would, in all Likelihood, have been 
free from, had they flood upon an equal Footing 
with the white People: Neverthelefs ic may, with 
Truth, be faid, that amohgft thofe who have ob¬ 
tained their Freedom, as well as thofe who remain 
in Servitude, *fome have manifefted as much Saga¬ 
city and Uprightnefs of Heart as could have been 
expelled from the Whites, under the like Gircum- 
flancesj and if all the free Negroes have n6t done 
the fame, is it a Matter of Surprize r Have wc not 
Reafon to make Complaint with Refpecl to many 
of our white Servants, when from under our Care, 
tho’ mod of them have had much greater Advan¬ 
tages 

#■ 
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tages than the Blacks; whq, even when free, ftill 
labour it rider the Difficulties before-mentioned, 
having but little AcceL to, arid Intercourfc with, 
the white People*, they yet remained confined 
within the former Limits of Converfation with 
thofe of their own Colour, and confequently have 
but little more Opportunity of Knowledge and 
Improvement than when in Slavery. 

And if they fcldom complain of the unjuft'and 
cruel Ufage they have received, in being forced 
from their native Country, &c. it is ndt to be won¬ 
dered at; as it is a confiderable Time after their 
Arrival among# us before they can fpeak our Lan¬ 
guage, and, by the Time they are able to ex- 
prefs them&lve$, they cannot but obferve, from 
the Beh aviour of the Whites, that little or no Nb^ 
tice wotild be taken of their Complaints; yet let 
any Peribn enquire of thofe who had a^ained the 
Age of Reafon, before they were brought from 
their native Land, and he {hall hear fqch Relations 
as,, if not loft to the common Feelings of Huma¬ 
nity, will fenfibly affeCt his Heart. The Cafe of 
a poor Negros , not long iince brought from Guinea^ 
is a recent Inftance of this Kind. From his firft 
Arrival be appeared thoughtful and dejeCted, the 
Caufe of which was not known till he was able to 
fpeak Engli/h, when the Account he gave of him- 
felf was, that he had a Wife and Children in his 
own Country, that fome of them being fick and 
thirfty, he went, in the Night-time, to fetch 
Water at a Spring, where he was violently iekedj 
and carried away by fome Perfons who lay in Wait 
to. catch Men, whence he was tranfported. to Ame¬ 
rica ; the Remembrance of his Family, Friends, 
and other Connections left behind,Ayhich he never 
* expedted 
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expected to feb any more, were the principal Cattles 
ot his Dejedion and Grief. Can any compaflionate 
Heart hear this Relation without being affeded 
’ vith Sympathy and Sorrow ? And doubtlefs the 
Cafe of many of thefe unhappy People would* 
upon Enquiry, appear 1 attended with Circum- 
{lances equally tragical and aggravating. Now, 
you that have lludied the Book of Confcience, and 
thofe that are learned in the Law, wfcat will you 
fay to this deplorable Cafe ? When, and how, has 
this Man forfeited his Liberty? Does not Juflice 
loudly call for its being reftored to him ? Has He 
not the fame Right to demand it as any of us 
fhould have, if we had been violently fnatched by 
Pyrates from our nativ^ Land? Where Inflances 
ef this Kind frequently occur, and are neither en¬ 
quired into, nor redreffed by thofe whofe Duty k 
is to feek Judgment , and relieve the Opprejfed , what 
can be expeded, but that the Groans and Cries of 
thefe Sufferers will reach Heaven; and what Jhall 
ye do hen God rifeth up , and when he vijiteth, 
what Jhall ye anfwer him ? Did net he that made them 
make us } and did not one fajhion us in the Womb? * 

, ; ' # It. 

• Sinc^this Effay has been under the Pre/s, theManufcript 
of a Voyage to the Coaft of Guinea, has been put in the Edi¬ 
tors Hands; a fmall Extra# of which its thought, may be of 
Service if publifhed here ; as it contains a plain, trto’ fhocking 
Inftance of the Calamities and Bloodfhed which the Slave- 
Trade occafions in that Country; and this principally carried 
on at the Inftig&tion of the Black Traders, who from their 
Intercourfe and C’onverfe with the European Factors have 
{earn’d to flick at no A& of Cruelty to fatisfy their Avarice; 
» Vice they were generally untainted with, before their Ac- 
■ftwainwnce with them. Thefe Traders, if they have no Stock 
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I T is fcarce to be doubted but that the fore¬ 
going Accounts will beget in the Heart of 
every considerate Reader an earnett Defire to 
fee a Stop put to this complicated Evil * but 
the Objection with many is % what fhall be done 
with thofe Negroes already imported and born in 
our Families? Muft they be lent to Africa? That 
would be to expofc them in a ftrange Land, to 
greater Difficulties than many of them labour un¬ 
der at prefent. To fe£ them fuddenly free here 
would be perhaps attended with no lefs Difficulty, 
for undifeiplined as they are in Religion and Virtue, 
they might give a loole to thofe evil Habits, which 
the Fear of a Matter would have reftrained, Thele 
. ■ • . are 

of Slaves when the Veflels arrive, will foment and ftlr up 
Difcords and Divifions among# the Natives, in order to in¬ 
duce them to make Incurfions upon the Neighbouring Dif- 
tri&s, (fome of which are but fmall) to procure Slaves, which 
they diipofe of to the Europeans , in Exchange for fuch Com¬ 
modities as they want. 


Extras of a Voyage to the Coafl of Guinea/ar Slaves, &c. in 
a Vejfel from Liverpool, Robeh Law, Mafer , taken verba¬ 
tim from the original Manufcr.ipi, of the Surgeons Journal, viz. 

^QpESTRO, December the 29th, 1724. No Trade to Day, 
“ tho’fnany Traders come on board, they informed us 
“ that the People are gone to War within Land, and will 
“ bring Prifoners enough in two or three Days, in Hopes of 
“ which we^ftay.” 

The 30th Day “ No Trade yet, but our Traders came 
u on board, to Day,' and informed us, the People had burn’t 
four Towns of their Enemies; and indeed we have feeh 
** great Smoke all the Mdrmng, a good Way up the Country j 
u fo that Tp-morrow we expetl Slaves ofl«—-——another 
“ large Ship is juft come iri ; Yelterday came in a large Lon- 
"* l doner?' 


The 
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asre Obje&ions which weigh with many weft-dff 
pofed People; and indeed it mu ft be granted there 
are Difficulties in the Way; nor can any general 
Change be made, or Reformation effe&ed without 
fome: But the Diftkulties are not fo great > but 
that they may be iurmounted. If the Govern¬ 
ment was fo fenfible of the Iniquity and Danger 
attendant on this Praftiee, as to be willing to-feck 
a Remedy, doubtlefs the Almighty would blefs this 
good Intention, and fuch Methods would be 
thought; of as would not only put an End to the 
unjuft Oppreflion of the Negroes, but might bring 
them under fuch Regulations, as would enable 
them to become profitable Members of Society, 
For the furtherance of which, the following Pro- 
pofals are offered to Confideration; to be improv¬ 
ed by thofe in whofe Power it is to remedy this 
mighty Evil In the firft Place, that all farther 
Importation be abfolutely prohibited. And as to 
thofe already purchafed, or born among us, after 
ferving fo long as fhall be adequate to the Money 
paid, or the Charge of bringing them up (which 
may be decided by Courts of Juftice) let them by 
Law be declared free: Neverthelefs let the fame 
Coutt of Juftice have Power to lengthen the Time 

qf 

The 3' i ft “ Fair Weather, but no Trad#, yet, we fee 
“ each Night Towns burning, but we hear the Ssftro Men 
are raany of them killed, by the inland Negroes, fo that 
** we fear this War will be unfuccefsfal.” 

The ad January , “ Eaft Wight we faw a prodigeous Fire 
** break cut about .eleven o’Clock, and this Morning, lee the 
€t Town of Sejiro Hum’t down to the Ground (it contained 
** fome Hundred Houfes) fo that we find their Enemies are 
too hard for them at prefent, and consequently our Trade 
** fpoiled herej fo that about feven o’Clock we weighed An- 
4 * chor, as did likewife the three other Veflels to proceed 
*' lower down.” 
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any Slave’s Servitude, upon legal proof, being 
made, of that Slave’s having wilfully negleded his 
Duty. Let every Slave thus fet free be enrolled 
in the County Court, and obliged to be a Refident 
during a certain Number of Years within the faid 
County, under the Infpedion of the Overfeers of 
the Poor. Thus being in fome Sou ftill under the 
Diredions of Governors, and Notice of thofe who 
Were formerly acquainted with them, they would 
be obliged to ad circumfpedly , and to make a pro¬ 
per Ufe of their Liberty j and their Children have 
an Opportunity of fuch Inftrudion as might be 
provided for them, under the Tuition of proper 
Inftrudors; thus both Parents and Children might 
grow up to be ufeful Members of the Communi¬ 
ty. And further, Where the Nature of the Coun- ' 
try would permit, as certainly the uncultivated 
Condition of our Southern Colonies eafily would \ 
fuppofe a fmall Trad of Land, for Inftance, five 
and twenty Acres were affigned to every Negro 
Family, and $hey obliged to live upon and im¬ 
prove it (when not hired out to work for the 
Whites) this would encourage them to exert their 
Abilities, and become induftrious Subjcds: Thus 
both Planters and Tradefmen would be plentifully 
fupplied with chearful and willing-minded Labour¬ 
ers j much vacant Land Would be cultivated \ the 
Produce of the Country greatly encreafed > Arts 
and Manufadures advanced * the Taxes for the 
Support of Government lelfened to Individuals, 
by the encreafe of Taxables. And the Negroes- 
iriftead of giving juft Caufe of fearful Apprehen¬ 
sions, and weakning the internal Strength of the 
Government where they refide, as they certainly 


muft 
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muft in their prefent Condition, * Would be* 
come interefted in its Security and Welfare. 

The miftaken Opinion, which moft People have 
entertained, that the Negroes in Africa , live in 
the fame wild unfettled Manner as the American 
Indians has led many to think it impoffible to 
bring them into that civilized Order which is requi- 
fite for their becoming good Members of Society, 
but, it is hoped, what has already been faid on that 
Head, will convince the candid Reader, that this 
Opinion is founded on miftaken Apprehenfions; 
and to put this Matter in a yet dearer Light, it 
may not be amifs to add, that altho* amongft the 
many Nations living on that Part of Africa , inha¬ 
bited by the Negroes, which extend many Thou- 
fand Miles, there is doubtlefs fome People of a 
more favage Difpofition than others, yet certain it 
is, that the natural Difpofition of the Generality of 
the Negroes is widely different from the roving 
Difpofitions of our Indians*, they generally fettle 
together, apd employ themfelves in Agriculture 
and Commerce. Some large Nations are repre- 
fented as induftrious and careful in the Cultivation 
of their Lands; breeding Cattle, and carrying on 
a Trade to diftant,Tarts. An Inftance of this ap¬ 
pears from the Account we* have of the principal 
Nations, fettled back of the Fa&ories ofporce and 
Senegal , Places of great Trade, in the Latitude 
of 15 to 20 Degrees North, lately taken by the 
.Englifh from the French , from whence great Num¬ 
bers 

* The hard Ufage the Negroes meet with in the Plantations, 
and the great Difproponion between them and the white Peo¬ 
ple ; will always be a juft Caufe of Terror: In Jamaica,, and 
South-CaroUna> it is fuppofed that there is at leaft fifteen Blacks 
to one White. 



C 73 1 

bers of Slaves have for a long Time been Yearly 
exported to the Plantations. In the 2d Vol. of the 
Coile&ion, we are told that this Country, which is 
fituate between the River Senegal and Gambia , and 
extends many Hundreds of Miles, is chiefly inhabit¬ 
ed by three Negroe Nations, viz. The Mandigos^ 
the Fully j, and the Jalofs: Andrew Bmc% the gene¬ 
ral Bire&or, often beforementioned, lays, the 
Mandigos are difperfed all over the Country, they 
are the moll rigid Mahometans among the Ne¬ 
groes, * they drink no Wine or Brandy, and are 
politer than the other Negroes •, the chief Trade of 
the Country goes thro 9 their Hands; they are labo¬ 
rious and induftrious, keeping their Grounds well 
cultivated, and breeding a good Stock of Cattle. 

—-—-Some of thefe People who are fettled up 

the River Senegal , carry on a Trade to all the 
neighbouringKingdoms; and by thefe Means amafs 
Riches, and propagate the Mahometan Religion 

wherefoever they go-The Author agrees 

they are a good Sort of People, honed, induftri- 
ous, and very ready to learn Arts and Sciences. 

K The 

* Jobfea, in the Account of his Travels, ohferves, “ That 
“ the Natives along the Gambia, vvorftiipthe one true and on- 

“ Jy God, who they call Allah - — - -they have no Refem- 

“ blance of Divine Things, but acknowledge Mahomet - - 

“ ——They have forne broken Tradition of Jesus Christ, 
“ fpeaking of him as a great Prophet, who wrought many 
“ extraordinary Miracles.” 

The Mahometan Negroes fay their Prayes thrice a Day, at 
Day-break, Noon, and Sun-fet: Each Village has a Prieft 
who calls them to their Duty. It’s furpriftng (fays the Au¬ 
thor) as well as commendable to fee the Modeiiy, Attention 
and Reverence they obferve during their Worihip, which 
lafts half an Hour ■ ■ ■• ■He was frequently prefent at their 

Ceremonies, and had often the curioficy to aft; fame of their 

Priefts 
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The Fully's are fettled on both Sides of the River 
Senegal *, their Country, which is very fruitful and 
populous, extends near four Hundred Miles Iron* 
Eaft to Weft* They are ordinarily of a deep tawny 
Complexion, appearing to bear fome Affinity with 
the Moors^ to whofe Country they join on the 
North. They are a well made People,, and tho’ 
they feem tender, yet they will labour ftoutly at 
hard Work, are good Farmers, and make great 
Harveits of Corn, Cotton, Tobacco, Peafe, &c. 
and breed a great Number «of Cattle of all Kinds: 

- —Brue fays the Company gets the bell 

Hides from them. And Labat in his Account of 
the Weft-Indies^ fpeaking of the different Nations of 
Negroes iold for Slaves at Martinico^ mentions 
thele Fully as a People more fuitable than molt 

other 


Priefts the purport of their Prayers and Ceremonies; their An- 
fWer always was, “ That they adored Geo ky profit at h;~g them- 
“ felves before him, that by humbling tbemjelves they acknofw- 

<c lodged their own Inftgnijicancy - -and farther entreated 

** him to forgive their Faults , and to grant thent all good and 
“ necejfary Things , as well as deliverance from Evil” The 
Mandigo Prieits are much more Polite than the other Negroes, 

and love Traffic-In which they are very honelt, but 

exa& and artful’: They are very charitable and kind to one 

another-- —Jobfon takes notice of feveral good Qualities 

in thefe Negroe Prieits, particularly their, great Sobriety 
„ , ,, .. ■ - . -They gain their Livelihood by keeping School* 

for the Education of the Children--The 

Boys are taught to read and write by a Book made of a fmopth 
Bit of Wood, wherein the Leffons are written with a Kind of 
black Ink, and a Pen like a Pencil. They pot only teach 
Schools but rove about the Country, teaching and io$ra^ing 
. - far which, the whole Country is open ta thewX apd 
they have free vecourfe thro’ all Places, »however the King* 
may be at War together. ■ 4 ■ 
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other Negroes to take care of Cattle, &c. J Some 
of thefe Fully Blacks, who dwell on both Sides the 
River Gambia are in Subjection to the Mandigos , 
amongft whom they have fettled from Time to 
Time *, having been, probably, driven out of their 
own Country by War or Famine. They have 
Chiefs of their own, who rule with much Modera¬ 
tion. They live in Clans, build Towns, and are 
not fubjeft to any Kings of the Country, though 
they live in their Territories; for if they are ill- 
treated by one Nation, they break up their Town 
and remove to another. They are alfo ftriCt Ma¬ 
hometans, few amongft them will drink Brandy, or 
any Thing ftronger than Water and Sugar: Their 
Form of Government goes on eafy, becaufe the 
People are of a good quiet Dilpolition, and fo well 
inftruCled in what is juft and right, that a Man 
who does ill is the Abomination of all, and none 
will fupport him againft the Chiefs. In thefe 
Countries the Natives are not covetous of Land, 
defiring no more than what they ufe; and as they 
do not plough with Horfes and Cattle, they can 
life but very little, therefore the Kings, are willing 
to give the Fully's leave to live in their Countries, 
and cultivate Lands- They plant Tobacco near 
their Houfes, and Cotton aft round their Towns, 
which they fence in together; beyond that they 
fow Indian and Guima Corn and Rice: As they are 
indaftrious and frugal, they have more Corn and 
Cotton than they confume, which they fell at rea¬ 
sonable Rates: Their Clothing is of white Cotton 

of 

J Thofe Negroes that were brought laft Year up this River, 
and fold on the Jerjey Shore, oppofite this City, were, probab¬ 
ly of the Fully Nation, as the Veffcl came i'roo the River 

Senegal. 
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of their own Manufacture: They are a clean Peo¬ 
ple, efpecially the Women. As they are hoipita- 
ble and kind to all, it is reckoned a Blefling to 
have a Fully Town in the Neighbourhood: They 
never fuffer any of their own Nation to want, 
but fupport the Old, the Blind, and the Lame; 
and as far as their Abilities goes fuppiy theNecefft- 
ties of the Mandigos , great Num bers of whom they 
have maintained in Famines. They are rarely an¬ 
gry, and the Author could never hear them abufe 
one another. % 

In the Collection, we have alfo a favorable Ac¬ 
count of the ConduCt and Difpofition of a Num¬ 
ber of free Negroes fettled on the Cape Iftands. 
The Account is principally taken from the Wri¬ 
tings of George Roberts , who was Shipwreck’d on 
one of thofe Iflands; they are ten in Number, the 
largeft called St. Jago , is fettled by the Portuguefe\ 
the reft are moftly inhabited by Negroes or Mulat- 
toes, which our Author fays happened in the fol¬ 
lowing Manner, viz. “ The Portuguefe fettled on 
“ the two largeft Blands, provided themfelves 
<c with Negroe-Slaves from Guinea to do their 
u Work; and as it was ufual with them to atone 
“ for their Sins on their Death-bed, by giving one 
“ or more Slaves their Freedom, thefe Free- 
“ Blacks, being in a Climate natural to them, in- 
ic creafed faft; many became Tenants to the 
“ Whites, others not brooking their lordly and 

oppreftive Deportment, went over to the Idler 
“ IOands. Thefe lelTer Blands having been bef- 
“ towed by the King, to fome of his Nobles: 
“ They appoint deputy Governors, who are gene- 
** rally Negfpes.” Their Priefts are alfo Negroes, 
who (Roberts Jays) : “ make better and foberer 
' “ Clergymen 
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£S Clergymen than the Whites, thefe being mollly 
6£ of loofe and vicious Lives, which caufed the 
Bifhop, who was a Man of a meek and mild 
44 Difpolition, to prefer the Blacks with no more 
“ Education than what they could have at St. 
“ 7 a g°' This (adds the Author) was a commen- 
46 dable Pradice of the Bifhop;, who met with a 
46 great deal of Trouble on that Account, from 
the Fryars, who made a Pradice of ridiculing 
66 the Ignorance of thele Negroe-Priefts.” x he 
Portuguefe Inhabitants of thofe Blands are faid (in 
the Colledion) to bear but a poor Charadef, being 
generally reprefented as a proud, lazy, ignorant 
People; but on the Contrary, the Free-Negroes, 
who are much the greatefl Number, are faid to be 
inoftly an innocent good tempered People. Roberts 
fpeaks particularly well of the Black Governor of 
Bonavifta , and of Captain Domingo , a lenfible 
Black on that Ifland, who was a fair Dealer, and 
could read French and Englijh. The Governor, 
Pried: and People of the Bland of Mayo , were all 
Negroes, tho’ being fubjed to the Portuguefe , they 

had their Religion and Language.Captain 

Dampler, who was on this Bland many Years before 
Roberts ,* fays, 44 The Governor had his Patent 
“ from the Governor of St. 'Jago\ that the Negra 
who held that Office in the Year 1699 was a ve- 
64 ry civil, fenfible Man, and, adds, that the In- 
44 habitants were generally a good Sort of People, * 

|l?at 

* “ Dumpier exprefles his Concern at the Abufe thei'e poor 
" People had received from the Crew of a Brijiol Vellcl, who 
“ going Aihore under pretence of Friendship, on the 

4t Governor,, with font? others, and carrying them on board, 
made them fend to Land for Cattle to ranfom th-rir Libcr- 
ties: Yet after this failed away with them, andpcfiibly, fays 
** the Author, never brought them again. 
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86 that they looked well, being fat and flefhy, 
" tho’ the Ifland appears fo barren to a St ranger, 
84 as fcarce to have Food for its Inhabitant?!.” 
The Wand upon which Roberts was Shipwreck’d 
* was called St.John ; it was wholly inhabited by 
Blacks, he fays, that tho* very ignorant and fuper- 
ifitious, yet they were the mod: innocent and harm** 
lefs of all thofe Wanders. He fpeaks highly of 
their moral Virtue, efpecially their Charity, Hu¬ 
mility and Hofpitality: He particularly commends 
their Veneration for Age. While he lay fick he 
was lodged by one of the chief Inhabitants, and: 
fupplied with all kind of Neceffaries: Every Day 
fome or other would come to fee how he did, and 
fcarce ever without a Fowl, or fome Fruit for Jiim:: 
They fhewed him great Kindnefs in every other 
Helped, and freely aflifted him in building a fmall 
Vefiel to carry him off the Wand, when he talked 
of making them a Return for thefc Favours, they 
faid, they were glad they had been of any Service 
to him, and thought it their Duty to ferve Strangers 
in Diftrefs. 

Upon the Whole, of what has been faid, 'it muff 
appear to every honed: unprejudiced Reader, that 
the Negroes are equally intituled to the common 
Priviledges of Mankind with the Whites, that they 
have the fame rational Powers; the fame natural 
Affe&ions, and are as fufceptible of. Pain and 
Grief as they, that therefore the bringing and 
keeping them in Bondage, is an Inflance 
of Opprefiion and Injuftice of the molt grie- 
©us Nature, fuch as is fcarcely to be paral¬ 
lelled by* any Example in the prefent or former 
Ages, Many of its w r oful ElFe&s have already 
been exprdfed, but thofe which more particularly 
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calls for the Notice and Redrefs of the Govern-* 
meat, ariles from its inconstancy with every 
Thing that is juft and humane, whence the worft 
Effects naturally flow to the Religion and Morals 
of the People where it prevails. Its ddtru&ive 
Confequences to labouring People, and Trades¬ 
men is no Ids worthy the Attention of thofe who 
have Inclination and Power to ferve their Country. 
This Rank of People, as they are the chief Strength 
and Support of a Community; fo their Situation 
Sind Welfare calls for the particular Care of every 
prudent Government; but where Slave-keeping 
prevails, their Haces and Services being fupplied 
hy the Negroes, they find themfelves flighted, dis¬ 
regarded, and robbed of the natural Opportuni¬ 
ties of Labour common in other Countries, where¬ 
by they are much difeouraged and their Families 
often reduced to Want: To which may be added 
the Difcouragement alfo given by this Trade to many 
poor People, that can fcarce get Bread in our Mo¬ 
ther Country, who, if not prevented, on Account 
of the great Number of Negroes, would be likely 
to come over into the Colonies where they might, 
with Eafe, procure to themfelves a more comfor¬ 
table Living than at Home. Another direful Ef¬ 
fect arifes from the fearful Apprehenfions and 
Terrors which often feize the Minds of the People, 
for the Suppreflion of which the moil cruel Me¬ 
thods are purfued, fuch as are indeed a Reproach 
to Chriftianity, and will by Degrees harden the 
Hearts of thofe who are a&ive therein, fo as totally 
to exclude them from that Tendernels and Sym¬ 
pathy for the Sufferings of their Fellow Creatures, 
which conftittites the Happineis of Society, and is 
the Glory of intelligent Beings. As for the Pof- 

fefibrs 
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fefTors" of the Negroes themfelves, though the 
Sumptuoufnefs and Eafe in which they live, and 
the Attendance and Obfequioufnefs of their Slaves, 
may raife in their Minds an imagined Apprehenfi- 
on of their being Perfons more happy, and of 
greater Importance than other People, who do live 
in the like Affluence and Stater, yet happy would 
it be if they were fenfible how great is their Mis¬ 
take, and could be perfuaded ferioufly to confi- 
der and apply the Parable of the rich Man and 
poor Lazarus^ mentioned by our Saviour, where¬ 
by they might plainly perceive that they have no 
Caufe to exult, hecaufe of their Power and Plenty, 
but have rather Occafion to mourn over themfelves, 
their Children, and their Country*, the natural 
Effeft of their Situation being fuch as has been re¬ 
peatedly obferved. “ To fill Men with Haughtine/s , 
“ Tyranny , Luxury and Barbarity \ corrupting the 
t£ Minds , and debafmg the Morals of their Children , 
“ to the unfpeakable Prejudice of Religion and Virtue , 
u and the Exclufton of that holy Spirit of univerfal 
“ Love , Meekmfs and tharity , which is the unchan - 
“ geable Nature and Glory of true Chriftianity . 


F INIS. 
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A T Page 27 3 Line ad, for unties- read unites. 
At Page 56, Line 27th of the Note, m 
human read humane. 




